
 

        



 

T h e  V i e w  O u t s i d e  M y  W i n d o w  

Look Up 
 I’m not sure what it is about the sky in September, 
but there is something about it that has always grabbed 
a part of my heart and won’t let go... 
 Is it the shortened days?  The way the sun sets a bit 
earlier?  Or is it the lengthening shadows?  In the peak of 
summer, shadows don’t even make their presence 
known, but all of a sudden, in September, without even 
noticing that it had been happening, a day will come 
when I will say to myself, “The shadows are longer.”  
There’s also a certain quality of light that comes then – 
like someone has found a way to clear away the haze 
and everything is brighter in color and clarity. 
 Have you noticed all this too?  I hope so!  The sky 
above us tells us so much – but only if we look up. 
 As we get started with things in the fall – as kids 
trundle by on their way to school, as we take the last few 
hikes before the rains come, as we prune our shrubs and 
get ready for winter – it’s important to look up and give 
thanks for the blue and the clouds and the warmth and 
the quiet of trees and birds and sunrises. 
 Looking up is so easy to forget to do.  So many of us 
are so focused on the tasks at hand that our gaze is 
straight ahead or downward. 
 But God wants us to begin each season, each day, 
really – by looking up.  By looking not just AT the sky, but 
through it, to the one who made it and calls it beautiful. 
 Looking up to God is the most important action we 
ever take.  But it never stops there. 
 

Lean In 
 After looking up, God wants us to lean in – to lean in 
to life!  Work!  Relationships – including our relationship 
with Jesus.  The Lord of life calls us every fall to lean into 
another year – another year of school, of planning our 
time, of preparing for what’s ahead. 
 Leaning in means to embrace life as it comes, rather 
than letting it happen accidentally or passively.  One way 
to do this is to recommit to spiritual practices every 
September.  Of course we can do that any time, but for 
some reason, it just seems to work to do it every 
September too.  Lean in to prayer, to Bible reading and  

 
 
 
 

reflection, to worship, to fellowship, to the rhythm of 
weeks by keeping the Sabbath principle and making sure 
that we have time with people, time at work or at tasks 
AND time away, time resting or playing – time scheduled 
and organized and time left fallow so God can fill it with 
His presence.  LEAN IN to all these. 
 

Reach Out 
 Then, there’s reaching out.  If we begin with God 
and then lean in to go deeper with Him and with 
ourselves, then the next thing always happens – because 
it’s from the God who is the sending God – he directs us 
outward to the world beyond the walls of our homes and 
church.  
 Reaching out is a whole lot easier to do than we 
think.  It’s as simple as asking, “Who are the people 
around me that God is calling me to pay attention to – to 
invite to something, or get together with for coffee, or 
write to?”   
 Once you have an answer to that question, then 
follow through on it.  Reach out in simple interest to 
those people.  Especially if they don’t have a relationship 
with the Lord.  Just go and love them, however it might 
be that God puts it on your heart to do. 
 One way to do this is to invite those who aren’t 
involved in a church to come with you to Columbia!  
Most people who don’t have a church home would love 
to be invited.  Every survey ever done on this indicates 
that far more are interested than we realize.  It’s just 
that they need someone to ‘show them the ropes!’  They 
need someone to reach out to them.  
 So... Look up – begin with God.  Then, reach in – go 
deep with God.  Then, let God send you to those whom 
he loves and for whom Christ died.   
 

Ministry Fair 
 A good place to start with all this is the annual 
Ministry Fair we put on in September – this year it’s on 
September 8.  YOU can make a fresh start then, but so 
can those to whom you might want to reach out and 
invite. 
  
See you then... 
 Blessings, 



 

Generosity Update from the Trustees  

 
 Columbia App, Click on GIVING 

 
 

 

 Text “Give” to (360) 409-7809 

 
 

 columbiapresbyterian.org & click GIVE ONLINE 

 

 

 

 Online banking through your financial institution 

 
 

 By check made out to CPC 

Ways to Give... 

 We are nearing the end of our busy summer season and programs.  The youth have served in Mexico, middle 
schoolers have experienced northern Idaho, VBS has inspired our children and we have fellowshipped in all church 
gatherings. 
 
What a difference a year makes.  Last year Columbia’s pledge and offering income at this time was behind expenses by 
over $30,000. As of the end of July 2019, Columbia is less than $15,000 behind.  Thank you for your diligence in your 
donations to Columbia and supporting our vision.  The pledge and offering income has continued strong through June 
and July and is near our best projections.   
 
As we move into September and the start of the 2019-20 program year, be sure to participate in the September 8  Min-
istry Fair, see what is happening at Columbia in the coming year, and support Columbia with you pledges and offerings.  
We are on course to fulfill our budget but we need for all to meet their commitments. 
 
Thank you, 
Bill Wheeler, Tricia Williamson, and Marc Hartquist - Trustees 

 2019 YTD YTD Budget 

Pledges & Offering Gifts  $905,026   $905,697 

Total P&O Expenditures  $919,525  $945,634 

Net Surplus (Deficit)  $(14,499)  $(39,936) 

                    NOR’WESTERS ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
                         Sunday, September 8     5:00pm 

 
at Bob and Mary Lou Williams home 

Bring your ice cream maker – or your favorite ice cream –                 
or toppings or cookies/cake to go with.  

 
Contact Mary Lou to RSVP or have your questions answered.   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare will be offered Wednesday evenings 
September 11 through December 11 (not meeting the 
week of Thanksgiving).  We will meet in the office 
conference room from 6:30-8pm.  There is a cost of $20 
for the workbook (scholarships available).  Childcare is 
also available upon reservation through the church 
office. 
 
GriefShare is a 13-session program.  At each meeting, 
participants learn about grief-related issues and what 
the Bible says about the subjects.  The topics covered 
during these sessions can be grouped into the following 
categories: Comfort (sessions 1-5), Answers (sessions 6-
9), and Hope (sessions 10-13). 
 
Each week we will watch a 40-minute video and have a 
time of sharing.  The workbook is an important part of 
the class.  It can be used to take notes during the video, 
and short daily exercises help to go deeper into the 
subject. 
 
While it’s ideal for group members to attend all 13 
sessions, each weekly session is designed to be “open,” 
meaning a person can begin attending at any time.  
Members can find comfort, answers, and hope. 
 
Pamphlets are available at the Welcome Desk, or call 
Mary Lange or Terry Robertson, with questions.  Also 
joining the leadership team this year are Monica Fryer, 
and Fernando Alvarez. 
 

 
Wednesday Evening  

GIFT Bible Study 

Women of all ages are invited to the 
GIFT Wednesday evening study.  Our 
purpose is to Grow In Faith Together 
through study, fellowship and 

friendship.  Join us this fall as we explore the Gospel of 
Mark.  
 
September 18 – November 13 (No study on October 30)  
Participant book available for purchase at the first study.
  
6:30-8pm in LL6 (Childcare available upon reservation 
through the church office.) 
Questions? Contact Rachel Grice  
 
The Gospel of Mark: the Jesus we’re aching for partners 
the compassion of Jesus with the 
passion of Christ. We see how the 
heart of God is moved by the heart of 
humanity and His response to our loud 
cry for help. We discover the world-
changing result of being recipients of 
His compassion and the reason for His 
passion, all the way to the cross. 

 

Ultimately, Mark intends for the action-packed 

presentation of who Jesus is to lead us to acknowledge 

Jesus, find salvation in Him, and follow Him. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday Morning GIFT Bible Study 

 
Calling women of all ages...the Tuesday morning GIFT fall 
study will begin on September 10!  Please join us for 
"Twelve Women of the Bible," by Lysa TerKeurst, Elisa 
Morgan and Amena Brown.  During this study, we will 
look at spiritual lessons learned from twelve biblical 
women and how the lessons apply to our lives 
today.  We will meet on Tuesday mornings, 9:30-
11:30am in the Chapel.  Please  contact Sheri Borrevik, 
with any questions.  We hope to see you there!  
Childcare available upon reservation through the church 
office. 

Save the date!!  
Health Ministry Team event 

 
Caring for Ourselves, Caring for Others--on October 20! 
There will be blood pressure screenings as well as 
resources and information about a host of health 
issues. This event coincides with one of our two food 
drive Sundays in October to help provide food for 
those in our county who need assistance. Watch for 
much more information in the October newsletter.  



 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 

What a great summer it has been!    Bike Hike 2019 

Thanks to everyone for the awesome turn out at Film Fest! 



 

Parents & Grandparents: 
Time to Register Kids for  

Sunday school! 
 

It’s that time of year again!  We are getting ready to kick off our regular Sunday school sched-
ule – and we need your help!  In order to make sure we are adequately staffed with volunteers 
for Sunday mornings – we need you to register your child / children.  (Even if you only attend 
once in a while – it’s a huge help to have kids registered.) This year, to simplify the process – 
we are doing this via google forms.  Please click on the link below – or scan the QR code, and it 
will take you directly to the registration form.  Easy-Peasy!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By registering you not only allow us to plan our programming better for Sunday mornings, but 
you also help us keep you in the loop of what’s going on for kids at CPC by providing your most 
up to date information.  Thank you so much for your help in completing this task before Sep-
tember 8. 
 
Looking forward to a great year of growth and learning with your kids! 
 
In Him, 
 

 
 
 
 
Kristin Singleton 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This was our 5th Annual Compassion Vancouver Heights 
Clinic.   Overall we were close to the same amount of 
volunteers and guests as last year.   As I have been going 
through paperwork this week, I am noticing that we 
have many of our guests coming to our clinic year after 
year.   After 5 years I am sure we have some in our 
community that are relying on our clinic for some of 
their health care needs.  It is such a blessing to be a part 
of sharing in this ministry and offering these services to 
our community.  Our hope and prayer is always that our 
guests would see Christ’s love reflected in us and know 
they would be welcome to walk through the doors of 
any of our partner churches. 
 
We want to thank everyone at Columbia for supporting 
our 2019 Compassion Clinic.  Thank you to Jane Erickson 
for being our Columbia Liaison.   
 
We really appreciate being able to use the entire church 
building for our clinic.  It seems like there is always more 
to learn each year and we are always thankful when 
things go smoothly on our clinic day.  Thank you to 
Pastor Ted for leading us in prayer at the start of our 
clinic day!  
 
It is a huge job to set up our building for our Compassion 
Clinic so special thank you to John, Mario and Dillon for 
building support both Friday and Clinic Day!  We had a 
great Facility Team this year that worked well with our 
Columbia staff.  Thank you to Viva for helping us with 
copies and our background checks.  And to Marilyn - as 
much as we work on getting the word out that all 
finances go to Compassion Connect, we always seem to 
get a few that go through Columbia.   We had 69 
volunteers from Columbia, down a few from 74 last 
year.  I have attached a spreadsheet of our Columbia 
volunteers. 
 
We have 14 teams and are thankful for our leaders from 
Columbia:   

 Appreciation - Annmarie Roberts – sends our thank 
you notes 

 Dental – Kathi Rose was a mentor to our new Dental     
       Team Leader this year, Dental leader support - Nick   
       Slahor and Trish Dickson – Dental Treatment            
       Check-in 

 Follow-up Team Leader– Lynn Finley 

 Food Team Lead – Peter Erickson 

 Parking and Safety Team Lead – Jane Erickson 

 Blessing Bags – Terry Hurley – organized team to   
        assemble and labeled 
 
We also had Mike McAlexander and  Aaron Villanueva 
helping with our music, and Bill Wheeler helping with AV 
Support for our Volunteer Orientation on Friday evening. 
 
Here are our numbers for this year: 

 229 guests 

 250 volunteers 

 About 500 lunches were served to volunteers and 
 guests 

 120 dental (some of these guests were shuttled to 
 Clark College for cleanings) 

 54 vision 

 40 haircuts 

 46 foot care 

 46 medical 

 19 massage 

 34 childcare 
 
We gave away 106 Blessing Bags filled with hygiene 
items. 
 
We had musicians and AV support from 4 different 
churches help us with our music. Pastor Jeff, from our 
new church partner, Real Life, led us in prayer at 
Volunteer Orientation.   We had 167 volunteers come to 
Volunteer Orientation. 
 
We had students from OHSU School of Dentistry and 
Pacific University School of Optometry in Portland and 
Clark College here in Vancouver.  
 
Here one story from our clinic.  It is such a beautiful 
thing to hear the love and compassion that our 
volunteers have for our guests. 
 
Terry – Medical Team: 
Most of the guests were so grateful for all of the services 
offered and their ability to be seen for a number of 
issues in one day was overwhelming for them.  Over and 
over we, in the medical clinic, were thanked for being 
there. Even at lunch, one of the men I sat with was 
amazed that he could get medical treatment and lunch 
for free! I also got up to get him a cup of tea and he 
wondered why I was so willing to help him when I didn't 
know him.  I told him, because you're our guest and I 
love having you here. I thought he was going to bawl on 
the spot! 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

2019 SENEGAL GO TEAM REFLECTION 
by Bob Swenson 

 
The Go Team trip in January of 2019 was my sixth trip to 
Senegal and I am hoping to return again in 2020. CPC’s 
work in Senegal holds a special place in my heart. My 
connection to Senegal began in 2002 and became 
personal for me when my oldest son, Jacob, spent a 
year with a group of Presbyterian missionaries in 
Senegal after his high school graduation. My first trip to 
Senegal in 2003 was solo to visit my son. The highlight 
of that trip was our visit with M’baye, a little 5-7 year 
old boy. He lived in one of the small villages near the 
Diakhao ADP where we support Pastor Ngor and his 
adult literacy program. We assumed M’baye had 
cerebral palsy; he was paraplegic and developmentally 
delayed. However, his eyes were clear and bright and 
he had a beautiful smile. 

 
When we drove up to 
M’baye’s village in 
2003, nearly everyone 
who lived there 
greeted us. Jacob 
jumped out of our cab, 
walked over to 
M’baye’s mother, and 
took him from her 
arms. He then walked 
over to the open well 
in the center of the 

village, rolled out a plastic mat and together we gave 
M’baye a bath as the whole town watched. We washed 
him from head to bum to toe and M’baye loved it.  A 
few months later, Jacob delivered a custom cart he had 
had someone in Dakar make for M’baye so he could 
spend his days sitting up instead of laying in the sand. 

 

Ever since then I’ve wondered, “What happened to 
M’baye?” I hoped that maybe somehow he had 
survived, but I knew it was unlikely. I had made several 
attempts over the years to find out about him without 
success. Flash to the 2019 Go Team trip where I 
connected with Pastor Ngor to see if he could tell me 
this young boy’s fate. I opened my photo book, which  

 

included several 
photos of M’baye with 
Jacob, and before I 
could say anything, 
Pastor Ngor saw the 
pictures and said, 
“M’baye.” Yes, he 
knew M’baye. They 
were both from the 
same region and in 
fact, they were 
related. Pastor Ngor 
gave me the bad news 
- M’baye had not 

beaten the odds stacked against him; he had died soon 
after Jacob’s time in Senegal. 

 
And that was it. I had my answer. It wasn’t the answer I 
was hoping for, but it was the one I had expected to 
hear. I knew his future was not promising. The question 
that I think many would ask is “What difference did it 
make that Jacob had taken a special interest in M’baye? 
He was doomed from the time of his birth, his fate was 
sealed and his life was short.” 

 
I believe that it made a huge difference. Everyone in 
that village knew that my son cared about M’baye. It 
mattered to him that M’baye was dirty and needed a 
bath. It mattered that he was laying in the dirt. It was 
good for him to be bathed and touched by another 
human being. It was good for him to be up on a cart, up, 
out of the dirt. That he could now be moved more easily 
and not languish in one place all day long. M’baye’s life 
was hard, but was made a little bit better because Jacob 
cared for him as a child of God. To me, this is what the 
Gospel looks like - there is hope in the most hopeless of 
places. Where the world sees only misery, tragedy and 
death, God is at work and healing can occur. 

 
So if by chance you ask me, “Why do you go to 
Senegal?” I might say it’s because I want to see how the 
Falls are doing with their Talibe ministry in St Louis. Or 
maybe that I want to see how things are going at the 
Barthimee Clinic, or if they have completed the new 
medical clinic in Project Beersheba. Or to get an update 
on Leopold after his recent surgery or how Sylvie’s 
doing after Adama’s passing. But don’t be surprised if I 
answer “for M’baye.” 

 

Matthew 25:40 40"The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.' 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/matthew/25/


 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 
The library is located across from the elevator by the 
Gathering Area.  Books, except reference materials, may 
be checked out for three weeks.  The library catalog is 
available at:  www.librarything.com/catalog/colpresvan  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Even Now 
Karen Kingsbury 
Fiction 
 

Sometimes hope for the future is 
found in the ashes of yesterday. 

Shane Galanter is a man ready to 
put down roots after years of 
searching. But is he making the 
right choice? Or is there a woman 
somewhere who even now 
remembers—as does he—those 

long-ago days . . . and a love that hasn’t faded with time? 

 

Lauren Gibbs is a successful international war 
correspondent who gave up on happily-ever-after years 
ago—when it was ripped away from her. Since then, 
she’s never looked back. So why can’t she put to rest the 
one question that haunts her: Why is life so empty? 

 

Emily Anderson is a college freshman raised by her 
grandparents and about to take her first internship as a 
journalist. But before she can move ahead, she discovers 
a love story whose tragic ending  accompanied her birth. 
As a result, she is compelled to look back and search out 
the mother she’s never met. 

 

A young woman seeking answers to her heart’s deep 
questions. A man and woman separated by lies and long 
years . . . yet who have never forgotten each other. With 
hallmark tenderness and power, Karen Kingsbury weaves 
a tapestry of lives, loss, love, and faith—and the miracle 
of resurrection. 

 

Karen Kingsbury, #1 New York Times bestselling novelist, 
is America's favorite inspirational storyteller, with more 
than twenty-five million copies of her award-winning 
books in print. Her last dozen titles have topped 
bestseller lists and many of her novels are under 
development with Hallmark Films and as major motion 
pictures. Her Baxter Family books are being developed 
into a TV series slated for major network viewing 
sometime in the next year. Karen is also an adjunct 
professor of writing at Liberty University. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you’re looking for a place of peace in your autumn 
routine, consider joining Holy Yoga at CPC for a time of 
meditation and gentle movement.  
 
Holy Yoga is a form of experiential worship that offers 
participants an opportunity to connect with God through 
scripture, music, worship and wellness.  
 
We will meet 5:45-6:45pm, Thursdays, from Sept. 5 
through Oct. 24, usually in Fellowship Hall, downstairs 
($5-10 suggested donation per session). Childcare is 
available by reservation—please contact Terry Hurley in 
the church office. 
 
More information is available on the Holy Yoga webpage 
https://sarahcoomber.com/holy-yoga/.  



 

 
 

FALL RUMMAGE SALE  
OCTOBER 3, 4, 5 

 
 
 
 

HELP WANTED:  Looking for people to stock shelves, 
showroom designers, and sales people who are 
motivated and kind, to work in the BEST rummage sale 
in Clark County! 
 
EXPERIENCE:  No experience necessary!  You will learn 
to work with a diverse group in a wonderfully chaotic 
atmosphere with the most wonderful people on earth. 
 
WAGES:  Hourly fun and friendship-making.  Increases in 
fun after working in this great atmosphere for only a 
couple of hours.  
 
WHERE TO SIGN UP:  Sign-ups begin Sunday, September 
8 in the Gathering Area.  Watch the Sunday 
announcements for information on what and where to 
drop off your gently-used clothing, household goods, 
etc.   
 
HOW ABOUT IT? Looking for a short-term mission 
experience to support community and worldwide 
missions?  Be the one to strike out and start a trend 
with your friends.  You are guaranteed a good time and 
a delicious lunch! 
 
JOIN THE FUN:  October 3, 4, 5 for the sale, or if you are 
really motivated, you can get a jump in the fun by 
working the sale set-up starting September 29.  
 
QUESTIONS: Call Penny VanNess or Kay Hansen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Dear CPC family, 
 
Thank you so very much for your prayers, cards, 
and visits after my fall in late June.  They have 
meant so much to me and David as we walk this 
new road we found ourselves taking.  Recovery is a 
process and we’re doing our best, with God’s help, 
to have the process be as short as possible. 

       ~ Carol Peterson 
 
 
 

 

On August 19, CPC Deacons hosted a Red Cross blood 
drive in the Fellowship Hall. Twenty-nine individuals 
came to donate, and 20 units of blood were collected. 
Fantastic! Our goal was 19 units, so we beat the goal. 
These units were processed into plasma, platelets and 
red blood cells, potentially aiding 60 recipients. THANK 
YOU generous donors. Your life saving help is much 
appreciated. The next CPC blood drive is Monday, 
November 18. 



 

CPC Movie Night 
 

Friday, September 13 
 

CPC Chapel 
6:00 PM - (BYOBBD)  Bring your own brown bag dinner     

   
7:00 PM - Movie starts   

MILITARY PRAYER MINISTRY... 
 

Thanks for those who have served our country through the years, and continued prayer for those in our church family   currently 
on active duty. Keep in prayer: 
 

 Calvin Frakes, US Army (grandson of Floyd & Betty Ruth Frakes) 

 Bryant Flores, US Army (son of Virginia Vines-Flores) 

 James Sarchet, Marines (son of Jean Sarchet) 

 2nd Lt. Hanna Walton, US Army (daughter of Rhonda Walton) 

 Tyler Dillon, USAF (son of Jim Dillon Jr., grandson of Jim & Ruth Dillon) 

 2nd Lt. Joseph B. Anderson, US Army (grandson of Bob Weller) 

 Petty Officer 2nd Class Sara Farrior, US Navy (wife of Alasdair Stuart) 

 Petty Officer 2nd Class Justin Carney, US Navy (son of Kevin Carney) 

 Sgt. Lucas Swanson, US Army (son of Terry Hurley) 

 Captain Blake Hawthorne, US Army (son of Robyn Hawthorne & Charles Hawthorne) 

 Captain Amy Hawthorne, US Army (daughter-in-law of Robyn Hawthorne & Charles Hawthorne) 

 Staff Sgt. Jonathan Wolff (grandson of Sandy Stark) 

 Airman 1st Class Courtney Loewen, USAF (granddaughter of Carole Loewen) 

 Airman Katherine Meakins, USAF (cousin of Debbie Edwards-Wu) 

 2nd Lt. Jennifer McKinney, ROTC (daughter of Kim McKinney and granddaughter of Carolyn Peterson) 

 Petty Officer 3rd Class Duncan Stuart, US Navy (son of Robert & Geri Stuart and grandson of Marge van Nus) 

 Captain Thomas Roller, USAF (son of Bill & Shannon Roller, brother of Chris Roller) 

 Lt. Steven Whitham (cousin of Julie Mauer) 

 Petty Officer 1st Alasdair Stuart, US Navy (son of Robert & Geri Stuart and grandson of Marge van Nus) 

 Lt. Drew Ziccardi, U.S. Army (godson of Pastor Fitz Neal) 

 LS2 Roger Shannon, U. S. Navy (son of Colette & Robert Shannon) 

 The Pilot Light is a monthly publication 
     of Columbia Presbyterian Church. 

Visit us online at 
www.columbiapresbyterian.org 

Sunday Worship Times: 
 

       9:00  Traditional 
      10:30  Contemporary 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday - Friday 
8:30am - 4:30pm 

Articles for the next edition of the Pilot Light are 
due on Monday, September 16,  and should be 
emailed to info@columbiapresbyterian.org. 


