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 By now my assumption is that everyone associated 
with Columbia Presbyterian Church has received the news I 
presented to the congregation on Sunday, January 12: 

“Folks, this summer, Laurel and I will both be 
turning 66.  As you might guess, we’ve been 
thinking and praying for a little while about when 
the right time would be to retire.  After thinking and 
praying this through, we’ve decided that we will 
both retire from ministry at the end of August this 
year -- and that means I’ll be retiring at the end of 
August as your pastor.  

Right now, Columbia’s doing great ministry and 
things are all going in a fruitful and good direction.  
I still love what I do as a pastor, and I still have a lot 
of energy and motivation for my work here at CPC.  
I have also always believed that it is best for 
pastors to retire when things are going well, rather 
than when a pastor starts to slow down... which is 
one reason Laurel and I believe the timing is right to 
retire this year. 

I’ve loved every church I’ve served over the last 34 
years, but I want you to know that it has been the 
greatest joy in the ministry to which God called me 
to have the privilege and honor of serving with you, 
here at Columbia, as one of your pastors.  I love this 
church, and I love all of you and each of you.  So 
does Laurel. 

The Elders have a plan and have been preparing for 
this kind of transition for a little while.  But know 
this... we have until August for preaching and 
teaching and visits.  Let’s enjoy this time together!” 

 

Transitions 
I repeat this announcement here so that you can 

take whatever time you need to read it over and process 
the fact that this now means Columbia is entering a season 
of transition. 

I will be transitioning into retirement.  CPC will be 
transitioning into a search for a new Head of Staff and 
Pastor.  

Transitions are times both of some uncertainty as 
well as opportunity.  The uncertainty is about not knowing 

exactly how long things will take or 
who the person who takes over as 
your Pastor will be.   

 

 

 

 

The opportunity is vast:  it’s a time to look within 
and affirm convictions about who Columbia is and what you 
believe are the most important things to be pursuing in 
ministry in Clark County over the next few decades.  It’s an 
opportunity for every person associated with Columbia to 
step up and be counted on for what each person offers 
God’s Kingdom work through this communitas. 

I cannot tell you how excited I am for Columbia as 
you enter this season of opportunity.  

I believe everything is in place for robust ministry 
for Christ and in Christ going forward.  Look at what you 
have: 

 A stable, talented, and committed staff 

 A healthy budget and generosity 

 A clear vision 

 Godly and dedicated elders 

 Deacons who are well-organized, diligent, and 
caring 

When I contemplate this list all I can say is that your best 
years are ahead of you! 

 

What’s Ahead 
 Ahead of you is some hard work – that is true.  But 
also ahead of you is the experience of seeing God answer 
prayer, and watching as the Lord provides the right person 
to serve you in the years to come. 

 There will be an Interim Pastor, then a Pastor 
Nominating Committee will search for a new Pastor, then 
you will welcome that person with the same friendship, 
fellowship, and generous hearts you displayed to Laurel and 
me when we arrived in 2007. 

 So I urge you to continue to support Columbia in every 
way God leads you to, to get involved in the mission study 
when it gets going, to say ‘yes’ if asked to help with 
something around Columbia, to pray EVERY DAY for God to 
lead, nourish, and guide this fabulous congregation. 

 And it all starts with the Congregational Meeting on 
February 9.  It’s an important one because of all this, so I 
encourage you to be there and to bring a church friend or 
two with you. 

 2020 is going to be a fabulous year! 

 

 Blessings, 



 

Generosity Update from the Trustees  

 
 columbiapresbyterian.org & click GIVE ONLINE 
 

 

  

Online banking through your financial institution 

 
   

 

 

By check made out to CPC   
 

  

    Text “Give” to (360) 409-7809 

 
 

 Columbia App, Click on GIVING 

Ways to Give... 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment in meeting the financial needs of our Father’s ministries through Columbia.  
At the close of 2019, actual giving exceeded budgeted giving by $1,093.  Actual expenses were $37,461 less than actual 
giving.  Our normal practice includes adjusting our reserves by any surplus or deficit amount at the end of the year.  
This year the Session has elected to make a small adjustment to our reserves and utilize a portion of the 2019 surplus 
to reduce the 2020 budget. 
 
In addition to your faithful giving throughout the year, we are thankful to the congregation for the response to the “Big 
Give” event in May.  “Big Give” resulted in paying off the remaining $650,000 mortgage associated with the facility 
remodel as well as a couple of facility-related projects, including the installation of the new stairs to the Choir area. 
 
For those who would feel comfortable in doing so, we invite you to consider trying the electronic giving options which 
can be used for either regular, periodic giving or can be used for single gifts.  Information regarding options for 
electronic giving can be found in the Sunday bulletin. 
 
Trustees: Marc Hartquist, Bill Wheeler & Tricia Williamson 

 

 2019 YTD YTD Budget 

Pledges & Offering Giving $1,605,517  $1,604,424  

Total P&O Expense $1,568,056  $1,605,328  

Net Surplus (Deficit) $37,461  ($904) 

Contribution envelopes are available in 
the church office.  Office hours are 
Monday-Friday, 8:30am - 4:30pm. 



 

Dear Columbia Friends, 
 
 I imagine that you all are well aware by now 
that Pastor Fitz has announced his retirement from 
C.P.C. It was a good Sunday, but one where there 
were a variety of emotions. Some were surprised. 
Some were deeply thankful for Fitz and Laurel’s 
ministry and leadership. Some were anxious about 
what would come next. In particular I had a number 
of people come up and ask me whether or not I 
would be departing from Columbia any time soon. 
This did not come as a surprise to Fitz and I and this 
week, as we discussed those interactions, he asked 
that I write you a small letter. 
 
 First, I want to reaffirm what Marc Hartquist 
(one of our elders) had to say on Sunday. We have 
been anticipating this for some time and have a 
pretty clear picture of what needs to happen next. 
Columbia is at a much different place of health, 
vision clarity, and vibrancy than it was some years 
ago when we had our last head of staff transition. 
Part of the choice to retire for Pastor Fitz was driven 
by the fact that we are at a wonderful place of 
strength. He and I are also convinced that Columbia 
is just beginning to see who and what we have the 
chance to become together in the coming years. In 
short, the leadership of your church is grieved at 
Fitz’s retirement but is also moving forward with a 
sense of peace and even optimism at what our Lord 
is about to do! 
 
 Second, I want to make it clear that I have no 
plans to retire. ;) I also have no plans to move on 
from CPC. The sad reality is that you are stuck with 
me through this transition. I plan to remain your 
Associate Pastor for Youth and Intergenerational 
ministry for the foreseeable future and I hope to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

continue on as the Executive Director of The 
Columbia Future Forge. Likely you will see and hear 
from me a bit more on Sunday mornings and in 
terms of leadership during this time. Hopefully 
that’s a good thing!  So please know that I have no 
desire to go be a head of staff somewhere and that I 
am committed to joining you all in the exciting work 
that you are about to do in this immediate next 
chapter along with Scott, Ted, and the rest of our 
amazing staff. 
 
  
 Third, we need to remember that God is good. 
It’s easy to want to fix things or to avoid change 
whenever change greets us in this life. But, we must 
remember that we serve a God who often surprised 
his people with twists and turns throughout their 
lives. Our God is going to lead us forward and I have 
seen that we have many people who are willing and 
able to follow that lead. Our job is to participate in 
these next steps together in whatever ways we can. 
Whenever I am greeted with change that can 
produce anxiety or a desire for control I remind 
myself of 2 Timothy 1:7: “For God did not give us a 
spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and 
self-discipline.” 
 

Let’s get after it! 
 

Pastor Matt 



 

ADULT MINISTRY 

Men’s Retreat  
 
 Calling all men of the church! We are going to have 
a fantastic men’s retreat this year, February 28-March 1, 
at Aldersgate Retreat Center near Salem. Greg Roth is a 
personal friend of mine and he is truly a faithful servant 
of the Lord, a man who has walked with Christ through 
many personal trials, an inspirational speaker, and he has 
a passionate desire to see people from all walks of life 
come to faith in Christ. Here is Greg’s Bio… 

 
Rev. Dr. Greg Roth has been a 
pastor in the Presbyterian 
church with a heart for local 
and global ministries.  In his 
global passion, he has served 
on the board of Presbyterian 
Frontier Fellowship, Ministries 
to Muslims, and The Antioch 
Partners for many years. He 
has led the work of outreach to 

Afghans in the area surrounding his church in 
Fremont, California.  Greg has been a friend of the 
homeless, promoting feeding and housing projects in 
Los Angeles and in the San Francisco Bay area.   
He and his wife, Marsha, are the longest serving 
clergy couple in the Presbyterian church, 30 years 
serving in the same congregation. They have two 
grown children, a son and a daughter.  
 Greg is an inspiring teacher of the scriptures and a 
great storyteller of how God works to transform 
people’s lives. Through missionary service with his 
connection with the global church in over 50 
countries, and through personal trials, he has walked 
faithfully with the Lord in good times and difficult 
chapters of his life.    

 In addition to hearing from Greg, we will have 
inspiring worship, time to connect with others in a small 
group, free time activities, meet new friends, and have 
an opportunity for fellowship and growing together with 
other men.  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cost for the retreat is $180, which includes 5 meals and 2 
nights at the retreat center. However, we do not want 
affordability to be an obstacle to attend, so scholarships 
are available (please speak with me if you need 
assistance). We also provide rides to and from the 
retreat in the church van. Register now, either on the 
Columbia web site www.columbiapresbyterian.org, or 
sign up Sunday mornings at the Adult Ministries counter. 
  

 
Lent 

 
Lent is fast approaching and begins 
on Ash Wednesday, February 26, 
with a worship service at 6pm. 
Regular Wednesday programs will 
meet on Ash Wednesday after the 
service. Then every Sunday in Lent, 
we will have an evening Lenten 
series in the Sanctuary where I will 
be leading a study on “5 Hebrew 
Words that Every Christian Should 
Know,” a bite-sized bible study by 

Lois Tverberg. This wonderful study will deepen your 
understanding of God’s loving character. The book 
comes in e-book format and can be purchased and 
downloaded on your e-reader at 
www.ourrabbijesus.com. Or, you may register by 
contacting Terry Hurley in the church office and we will 
print a copy for you. Cost of the book is $4, (by eBook or 
hard copy). 
 

Peace, 
 

Scott 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maybe you’ve heard of it… maybe you haven’t.  The   
Bible Project is phenomenal online resource for parents 
and children (for that matter…anyone!)  to explore and 
learn more about the Bible, it’s themes, historical 
context and much, much more.  Here is an explanation of 
their mission taken directly from their website: 
 

The Bible Project is a nonprofit animation studio 
that produces short-form, fully animated Bible 
videos and other Bible resources to make the 
biblical story accessible to everyone, 
everywhere. We create 100% free Bible 
videos, podcasts, and Bible resources to help 
people experience the story of the Bible. 
 
From page one to the final word, we believe the 
Bible is a unified story that leads to Jesus. This 
diverse collection of ancient books overflows 
with wisdom for our modern world. As we let the 
biblical story speak for itself, we believe the 
message of Jesus will transform individuals and 
entire communities. Many people have 
misunderstood the Bible as a collection of 
inspirational quotes or a divine instruction 
manual dropped from heaven. Most of us 
gravitate toward sections we enjoy while 
avoiding parts that are confusing or even 
disturbing.  Our  Bible resources help people 
experience the Bible in a way that is 
approachable, engaging, and transformative. We 
do this by showcasing the literary art of the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scriptures and tracing the themes found in them 
from beginning to end. Rather than taking the 
stance of a specific tradition or denomination, 
we create materials to elevate the Bible for all 
people and draw our eyes to its unified message. 
 

I have found this amazing resource extremely helpful in 
deepening my understand of the Bible (themes, history, 
context of specific books etc.)  and am confident that it is 
a helpful resource in exploring themes and topics to help 
deepen our children’s understanding of the Bible as well.  
Our time with your children at CPC is limited to a few 
hours a week, and so at this time we are unable to utilize 
this resource. But I wanted to take this opportunity to 
introduce you to it and encourage you to explore what it 
has to offer on your own, and with your children or 
grandchildren.   
 

You can access all of their resources on the website:  
www.thebibleproject.com 
 

Wishing you much joy and peace in the coming new 
year! 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

https://thebibleproject.com/all-videos/
https://thebibleproject.com/all-videos/
https://thebibleproject.com/other-resources/
https://thebibleproject.com/all-videos/
https://thebibleproject.com/all-videos/
https://thebibleproject.com/podcasts/
https://thebibleproject.com/other-resources/
https://thebibleproject.com/other-resources/


 

Sharon Wallenborn 
Director  
Circle of Friends Preschool  
www.cof-preschool.org 
360-696-9926 

THE VALUE OF GRANDPARENTS 
Dr. Scott Turansky 
 
Grandparents meet a special need in the life of their 
grandchildren. In fact, studies show that kids believe 
that grandparents are very important and value their 
relationships with them. Furthermore, most 
grandparents find their role very rewarding. 
 
Most parents recognize the need to have other adults 
involved in the lives of their children. Kids often listen to 
other leaders and authorities, and parents inadvertently 
benefit from the parenting help. Grandparents are an 
excellent source of strength for grandchildren. Not only 
is there the emotional bond, but grandparents have the 
ability to help grandchildren feel special and embrace 
family values. 
 
The strength of the relationship between grandparents 
and their grandchildren comes in part because of the 
one-generation step between them. Grandparents can 
love the kids, hear the reports, give some wisdom and 
love, but don’t usually have to get involved in the day-to
-day work of parenting. 
 
Grandparents often like to joke and kid, bring surprises, 
and take children on special trips. Many children look to 
grandparents as a source of wisdom, a safe place they 
can go to for advice. 
 
Grandparents can give perspective to their grandkids 
about growing up, and what maturity looks like. In short, 
grandparents become a stabilizing force within a family. 
Kids often don’t understand the complexity of 
grandparent weaknesses and you don’t have to 
elaborate on them. Just look for ways to use 
grandparents to reinforce the things you’re already 
doing in your kids. It’s amazing how powerful 
grandparents’ words, gifts, and encouragement can be. 
Those things can send a message that says to a child, 
“You’re part of something bigger here. You’re part of a 
family and you’re carrying on a legacy as you grow up 
and be the person God wants you to be.” 
  

Bears, Bears, Bears 
In science, the children have been learning about the life of 

bears. Harlan is wearing bear paw mittens as he tries to catch 

flying salmon from Miss Beth. 

 

    2020-21 registration 
This year we will be introducing an entirely new 

format to our registration process. We are going digital. 
This is a way of life now and we are striving to keep up 
with times. Another benefit will be the elimination of 
waiting in line. Parents are going to be given a specific 
day, time and link to login to complete the process.  
 
 New families seeking information about Circle of 
Friends Preschool are encouraged to call, 360.696.9926, 
or visit our website at www.cof-preschool.org to arrange 
for a personal tour.  

  

Please save your large boxes 
 Are you remodeling or simply replacing an 

appliance? We are searching for large boxes (appliance 

size) for our Fun Day and Summer Fun condo. 

 

 

 

Just around the corner: 
February 
  7       Registration for families new to Circle  
   of Friends 
11 & 14  Valentine’s parties 
 17             No School Presidents’ weekend 
 28  Dress Silly 

March   

 2  Dress Silly 



 

Finding Needed  
Community Resources 

 
 Sometimes all we need is a name or a 

number to call to help us solve a health problem, but we 
don’t know where to get this needed information.  Perhaps 
we have friends or family members who need the 
encouragement of talking to someone who might be able to 
help.   

 

 A great place to start is to identify organizations or 
agencies in your community that provide this information 
and might be able to help you.  The following is a brief list of 
what is available, but as names and numbers constantly 
change, move or go out of business, keeping a current list of 
community resources is very challenging.  Current phone 
numbers can be found by calling directory assistance or 
looking online: 

 

 Area Agency on Aging & Disability of SW Washington – 
programs include help with Medicaid information, in-
home care, caregiver support, senior legal services and 
many more 

 Clark County Public Health Department – variety of 
services from free clinics, immunizations, child and 
family services 

 NAMI of Southwest WA – support for mental health  

 Community Services NW – has a website for service 
information @ www.communityservicesnw.org  

 Free Clinic of SW Washington – medical services, urgent 
care, immunizations, and some dental and vision 

 New Heights Clinic – Free medical and dental care for 
uninsured residents of Clark County 

 Sea Mar Clark County Medical Clinic/Health Care Center 
– variety of medical care available 

 Other resource names and numbers are available at local 
hospitals, community centers, or are published in local 
newspapers and monthly journals, and found at schools 
and college administration offices. 

 

 This is just a small listing of available community 
resources, however, in Clark County we are blessed to have a 
wonderful online resource available at 
www.councilforthehomeless.org. Although the name 
indicates it is information for the homeless, this website is a 
wealth of information on everything from housing assistance, 
childcare, parenting resources, clothing, food, meals, and 
household goods to employment assistance, legal assistance, 
medical, dental and vision care, and many other services.  
Because it is an online resource, it is updated continually so 
the information found here will be the most current available 
and it can be printed out and shared with family and friends. 

 

Nancie Parmenter 

Faith Community Nurse 

                
 
 

Devoted to helping the homeless in Vancouver during 
winter’s coldest months since 2003. 

 Guests are offered not only a warm place to sleep, but a 
hot shower, meal, and the welcome and warmth of a 
caring community working to address the most basic of 
human needs. 

 Over the years, the generous contributions, donated 
facilities, and thousands of volunteer hours are 
testimonials to the compassionate response of the Clark 
County community. 

 
Come serve with Columbia Presbyterian, February 16-19 at 
St. Andrews Lutheran Church – Vancouver WA 

 Volunteer at shelter with your family or small group 

 Make food for the evening 

 Call volunteers day before to remind them of their shift 

 Pray for workers and people staying at the shelter 

Sign-up in the Gathering Area on Sunday mornings. 

 
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL 
WORK CAMP 

AUCTION 
 

Where : McLoughlin 
Middle School Gym 
When: Sunday, March 15, 2020 
 
Want to be a volunteer on the big day? 
 
We are currently accepting donation items for our 
auction!   
 
Contact Amanda Stimmel to donate or volunteer. 
 
Proceeds from the Auction support our summer Work 

Camp trips as well as McLoughlin Middle School, and 

another mission yet to be determined. 

 



 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 
The library is located across from the elevator by the 
Gathering Area.  Books, except reference materials, may 
be checked out for three weeks.  The library catalog is 
available at:  www.librarything.com/catalog/colpresvan  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Chance  
by Karen Kingsbury 
Fiction 
 
Years ago, the day before Ellie moved 
from Georgia to California, she and her 
best friend Nolan sat beneath the Spanish 

moss of an ancient oak tree and wrote letters to each 
other, sealing them in a rusty old metal box. The plan 
was to return eleven years later and read them in 2013, 
the year Nolan’s time traveling books say all the 
mysteries of the world will be understood. 
 
Now, as that date approaches, much has changed. Ellie, 
bereft of the faith she grew up with, is a single mom 
living in a tired apartment and trying to make ends 
meet. Nolan, now an NBA star, has dealt with terrible 
personal tragedies that fueled his faith and athletic 
drive in equal measure. Ever since his father and coach 
succumbed to a heart attack, Nolan has suffered from a 
transcendent loneliness. Drowning in an ocean of grief, 
he often thinks about Ellie and the innocence of their 
childhood days together. 
 
As Ellie and Nolan move toward the possibility of a 
reunion at the oak tree, Molly and Ryan, the central 
characters from author Karen Kingsbury’s previous 
novel The Bridge, return in their own ongoing story. 
Written by the “Queen of Christian Fiction” (Time) with 
eloquence and grace, The Chance is a beautiful tale of 
heart-wrenching loss, the power of faith, and the 
wounds that only love can heal. 
 
Karen Kingsbury, #1 New York Times bestselling 
novelist, is America's favorite inspirational storyteller, 
with more than twenty-five million copies of her award-
winning books in print. Karen is also an adjunct 
professor of writing at Liberty University. In 2001 she 
and her husband, Don, adopted three boys from Haiti, 
doubling their family in a matter of months. Today the 
couple has joined the ranks of empty-nesters, living in 
Tennessee near five of their adult children. 
 
 

 
 

Helping Those in Grief  
by H. Norman Wright 
Death/Grief 
 
 
When someone you know experiences a 

loss, what do you say?  What do you not say?  Sooner or 
later, each of us will have the opportunity to walk with 
someone through the process of 
grieving.  Helping Those in Grief will show you what you 
can do to help the grieving during the weeks and 
months following a crisis.  You will learn to ask the 
right kinds of questions and give the right kinds of 
answers, identify types of grief and grieving processes, 
and assess difficult family situations and 
other complications to healthy grieving.  You will also 
learn how to help people let go of grief when the time 
is right, tell when grief has turned to depression, and be 
aware of your own emotional and spiritual health as you 
comfort others.  Helping Those in Grief will help you 
walk with those who are hurting through every stage of 
the journey toward restoration. 
 
Professor of Christian Education at Talbot School of 
Theology, where he has taught graduate students in 
counseling and psychology for four decades.  Dr. Wright 
is the author of more than 70 books, including 
the bestsellers Always Daddy’s Girl and Before You Say I 
Do, and has twice received the Gold Medallion Award. 
 
 
 

Monday, February 3, 2-7pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
Please consider donating!  Sign-up in Gathering Area  or 
sign-up online at www.redcrossblood.org, code CPCvan. 

  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

MILITARY PRAYER MINISTRY... 
 

Thanks for those who have served our country through the years, and continued prayer for those in our church family   currently 
on active duty. Keep in prayer: 
 

 Tim Powell, US Army (grandson of Ken & Gilda Powell) 

 Muirne Cooney, US Army (granddaughter of Ken & Yvonne Fowler) 

 Calvin Frakes, US Army (grandson of Floyd & Betty Ruth Frakes) 

 Bryant Flores, US Army (son of Virginia Vines-Flores) 

 James Sarchet, Marines (son of Jean Sarchet) 

 2nd Lt. Hanna Walton, US Army (daughter of Rhonda Walton) 

 Tyler Dillon, USAF (son of Jim Dillon Jr., grandson of Jim & Ruth Dillon) 

 1st Lt. Joseph B. Anderson, US Army (grandson of Bob Weller) 

 Petty Officer 2nd Class Sara Farrior, US Navy (wife of Alasdair Stuart) 

 Petty Officer 2nd Class Justin Carney, US Navy (son of Kevin Carney) 

 Sgt. Lucas Swanson, US Army (son of Terry Hurley) 

 Captain Blake Hawthorne, US Army (son of Robyn Hawthorne & Charles Hawthorne) 

 Captain Amy Hawthorne, US Army (daughter-in-law of Robyn Hawthorne & Charles Hawthorne) 

 Staff Sgt. Jonathan Wolff (grandson of Sandy Stark) 

 Airman 1st Class Courtney Loewen, USAF (granddaughter of Carole Loewen) 

 Airman Katherine Meakins, USAF (cousin of Debbie Edwards-Wu) 

 2nd Lt. Jennifer McKinney, ROTC (daughter of Kim McKinney and granddaughter of Carolyn Peterson) 

 Petty Officer 3rd Class Duncan Stuart, US Navy (son of Robert & Geri Stuart and grandson of Marge van Nus) 

 Captain Thomas Roller, USAF (son of Bill & Shannon Roller, brother of Chris Roller) 

 Lt. Steven Whitham (cousin of Julie Mauer) 

 Petty Officer 1st Alasdair Stuart, US Navy (son of Robert & Geri Stuart and grandson of Marge van Nus) 

 Lt. Drew Ziccardi, U.S. Army (godson of Pastor Fitz Neal) 

 LS2 Roger Shannon, U. S. Navy (son of Colette & Robert Shannon) 

CPC Movie Night 
 

“The Pride and the Passion” 
 

 Friday, February 14 
CPC Chapel 

 
6:00pm - (BYOBBD)  Bring your own brown bag dinner     

 7:00pm - Movie starts   


