


Learning to be Human …

from the Son of God





“The Son is

the radiance of God’s glory 

and the exact representation of his being

…made fully human in every way” 

Heb 1-2



“He is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn over all creation …

firstborn from among the dead”
(Col 1:15-20)



“For those God foreknew he also predestined to

be conformed to the image of his Son, 

that he [Jesus] might be

the firstborn of many brothers and sisters.”

St Paul, Rom 8



“ For the Son of God became 
like us

so that we could become
like him.”

- Athanasius



Harmful Heresies 

“Jesus in my Heart”: Disembodied spirit-Jesus 
(Gnosticism)

“Clark Kent Jesus”: Superman seems to be human                                     
(Docetism)

“Download Jesus”: human body: divine mind / soul 
(Apollinariaism) 



Harmful Heresies 

“Alloy Jesus”: blend of human & divine 
(monophysitism)

“Go-Between Jesus” – not fully divine or human; 
‘begotten’ = ‘creature’ (Arianism)



Salvation/New Creation 

Making a new people 
for God’s NAME

and Glory 

Entering one at a time 
into God’s reconstituted family



“Traditional” View of Humanity

Human being: Body (-) /Soul (+)

‘Image of God’: Rational, non-physical, soul





Functioning Idols in the Ancient Near East

• Construction of 
Temple/Palace/Garden

• Making-Placing the
Idol/Image

• Spiration Ceremony

Statue of Astarte


QuickTime™ and a


TIFF (LZW) decompressor


are needed to see this picture.






Gen 1:26-7: Ancient Biblical Context

‘image’ (tslm) 
‘likeness’ (dmwt)

= physical
= tangible

“(tslm) … (dmwt) 
of (king) Hadad-yis‘i’, 
ruler of Guzan in Syria 
(9th cent. B.C.)



Idol = Living Presence of the god

• 1 Sam 5:2 – Philistines, Dagon

• Isa 44:9-23: making a god 
v. 

YHWH making his ‘servant’ Israel



YHWH’S Temple/Palace/Garden: 
CREATION

“Heaven is my throne and the earth is my     
footstool” (Isa 66:1)

“Foundations of the earth” (Ps 18:15; 82:5)

“Pillars of earth and heavens” (Job 9:6; 26;11)

Eden = the dwelling of God’ss image-bearers



Ancient Near East “Image of God” 

“Let us make human beings 
in our image (tslm), 

according to our likeness (dmwt) 
and  let them have dominion…” 

Gen 1:26-27



God’s “Spiration” Ceremony

“Yahweh God formed ‘adam’ from the dust 
of the ground 

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and the ‘adam’ became a living being…

in the likeness of God.”
(Gen 2:7; 5:1)



Human beings 
= 

God’s Spirit-Filled ‘IDOLS’ / Image-Bearers



God’s Image/“Idol”

“Gen 1:26 … can only be understood against the background of 
an ancient YHWH statue … [humans are] regarded as the statue of 
God … created according to God’s tslm and dmwt … 

Here the terms tslm and dwmt are used as synonyms denoting a 
‘statue’ ... Humans were thus created to be the living statues 
of the deity …

There was no further need of a divine image because … humans 
represented YHWH, as a statue would have done.”

(H. Niehr 1997).



Embodied Male & Female Humanity 

Royal Representatives “People of the Name”

Kingdom of Priests w/in Creation:  

God’s Image-Bearers = 



Broken Images, Idolatry, Exile, & Promise 

Gen 3 =‘God is a liar’

Subordinate/ submitted  status rejected

Broken Image = “Dead Idol”

Human & Creation suffer together



Dead Idols “of human hands”

Ps 115:5-7: “they have mouths, but do not speak; 
eyes, but do not see. They have ears, but do not 
hear; noses, but do not smell. They have hands, but 
do not feel; feet, but do not walk” 

Ps 135:17-18 “…nor is there breath in their mouths. 
Those who make them will be like them and so will 
all who trust in them.”

–cf. Ps 82,; Jer 10:5; Isa 46:1-7; Hab 2:18



Idolatry = Exchanging the Truth for a Lie

Rejection of: 
- YHWH’s Presence, Power, and Character (whose we are)

- Our divinely-given glory & inheritance (who we are)

Annihilation of: 
- Our life and authentic human identity as children of God 

- Our embodied vocation in his Kingdom on earth (as it is 
in heaven)



Creation → Exodus → New Creation 

Saved:  from Broken Creation 
for New Creation

Redeeming Humanity to be a
“People for God’s Name/Glory”



Moses, Israel, & 
Creation → Exodus → New Creation 

“My Presence will go with you and  I will give you rest.”

“If your Presence does not go with us, 
do not send  us up from here … 
What else will d istinguish me and  your people
from all the other people on the face of the earth?” 

(Ex 33:14-15)



Israel - God’s Image-Bearers

Dwelling in the land

Priesting YHWH’S Presence 
and  Shalom 

upon the earth
for all the world



Israel - God’s Image-Bearers

Royal “People of the Name”

“Priesting” God’s shalom = peace, harmony, 
wholeness, completeness, welfare, and tranquility

Mercy Justice
Hospitality Power
Long-Suffering Righteousness
Compassion Loving-Kindness



God’s Image-Bearer Israel

“you are my son”

“you are my queen”



False ‘Imaging’

“Be ever hearing, but never understanding;
be ever seeing, but never perceiving. 

Make the heart of this people calloused,
make their ear dull and close their eyes.”

“Who is blind like the one in covenant with me,
blind like the servant of the Lord?

You have seen many things, but have
paid no attention; 

Your ears are open, but you hear nothing.”

-Isa 6:9-10a; 42:18-20 (During the reign of Uzziah – Hezekiah)



Ezekiel 10 – Israel’s LOSS

Mosaic Covenant Forfeited

(Ex 33: “My Presence will go with you…”) 

God’s Presence/ Glory ‘Departs’



“I will give you a new heart … I will put breath in you and you will 
come to life… I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live.” (Ezek 37)



Eschatological Expectations



Jewish Eschatological Longing

Return of God’s Spirit (“Presence”)

AND

of King/Messiah (“Spirit-Anointed One” )



“This is my Son, 
whom I love; with him 
I am well-pleased.”                                          
(Mt 3:16-17)



Learning Our Humanity from the Son of God

Jesus takes our humanity (God’s image in creation) and 
redeems it in every way (truly human)     

Tempted in all ways but obedient by the Spirit (sinless)

Restores and re-establishes God’s good ‘Kingdom’
of shalom ‘on the earth as it is in heaven’

Ushers in the future reality of final new creation  NOW  
through his Spirit-led, resurrected, ascended life



“IMAGE of the SON”

Brother/ Co-Heir Anointed  One

High Priest Lord  - Kurios

Firstborn Ascended  King

Faithful Witness Ruler of World

Baptizer in Spirit Kingdom Bringer



THE “END” …
BEGUN → CONSUMMATED



“wait for the gift my Father promised …in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit …



you will receive 
power when the 
Holy Spirit comes 
upon you…”

(Acts 1:4, 8)



New Creation: Ezek 36-7—Rom 8

All creation awaiting…

– God’s Image-Bearing Children born of the Spirit

– Heirs of God; Co-Heirs with Christ

– Redeemed Bodies/Revealed Glory-Purpose 
(Ps 8)

– Conformed to the IMAGE of the SON
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