
 

        



 

T h e  V i e w  O u t s i d e  M y  W i n d o w  

Life@Center 
 

 No matter how you slice it, things are kind of crazy 
right now.  Political debate is shrill, if not irritating – no 
matter where you stand on the issues or what your 
political leaning may be – it’s kind of crazy!   
 Portland, for example, has become well-known for 
certain groups – on opposite sides of things – taking over 
the streets.  So far, that hasn’t happened here, but... kind 
of crazy. 
 In the midst of all this, it becomes more important 
than ever for followers of Jesus to live a centered life.  A 
life that isn’t pulled to-and-fro, that isn’t easily 
stampeded into taking sides against those who would 
love to have you on theirs, that doesn’t cave in to the 
craziness or fear the future, like everybody around us. 
 So, this fall we’ll be taking a look at what 
Life@Center looks like.  How does the gospel of Christ 
and God’s Kingdom actually work its way out in every-
day life? 
 After all, if the gospel doesn’t work at the street 
level, at the every-day-go-to-work-get-up-drop-the-kids-
at-school-do-the-shopping-love-your-neighbor-level, 
what good is it?  (My, that’s a lot of hyphens!) 
 What does the Christian worldview tell us about 
how to approach work?  How does personal faith in Jesus 
help us be good friends?  How does what we believe lead 
us into the world around us, rather than insulate us from 
it?  What does the grace of God teach us about how to 
manage time?  Money?  Family?   
 I don’t know about you, but I still have a great deal 
to learn in all of these areas. 
 

Turning a New Leaf 
 

 You remember what turning a new leaf used to 
mean back when we still did things with pen and paper 
don’t you?  Of course you do!  It referred to a 
bookkeepers ledger – they were filled with ‘leaves’ or 
pages.  Sometimes, even when they were extremely 
careful with their pen and ink, a drop would fall right 
onto some numbers, making the ‘leaf’ look messy and 

smudged.   
 
 
  
 
 

‘Turning a new leaf’ meant to turn the page and get a 
fresh start without the mess of the previous ‘leaf’ 
constantly in front of your eye.  It was a fresh start, a 
new page, a hope that this new leaf would turn out 
better than the last one. 
 We get the benefit of a fresh start every day with 
God!  But we also get to start fresh with every school 
year...  The next nine months form the inner structure of 
where we grow, learn, work, and live.  It’s not just about 
the kids and students.  All of us have that inner sense 
that this time of the year, as the summer winds down 
and the fall approaches, that it’s time to get back to the 
regular schedule and flow of life. 
 So... turn a new leaf with me as the school year 
begins and let’s learn about all this together.  The Bible is 
crammed with help for all of it.  But only if we apply what 
it says.  You pray for me, and I’ll pray for you as we start 
on September 8 with this fall series. 
 I invite you to prepare your mind, heart, schedule, 
and calendar around giving your all to living life from a 
center in Christ. 
 Enjoy August!  The rest of the summer will be great!  

But also get ready for the next season.  It’s almost here. 



 

Generosity Update from the Trustees  

 
 Columbia App, Click on GIVING 

 
 

 

 Text “Give” to (360) 409-7809 

 
 

 columbiapresbyterian.org & click GIVE ONLINE 

 

 

 

 Online banking through your financial institution 

 
 

 By check made out to CPC 

Ways to Give... 

 Thank you for your ongoing commitment in meeting the financial needs of our Father’s ministries through Colum-
bia.  Our income (pledges & offerings), varies with the time of year.  Toward the end of the year and in the early spring, 
our income is typically much greater than during the summer months.  As many of us are away on vacation during the 
summer, overall Sunday attendance is lower leading to lower income.  We are very grateful for your continued, faithful 
financial support, especially following the “Big Give” event that resulted in retiring the loans associated with the facility 
remodel. 

 For those who would feel comfortable in doing so, we invite you to consider trying the electronic giving options 
which can be used for either regular, periodic giving or can be used for single gifts.  Information regarding options for 
electronic giving can be found in the Sunday bulletin. 

 The “2019 YTD” and “YTD Budget” columns shown below communicate two different views of our current financ-
es.  The column “2019 YTD” communicates the total income received and expenses paid as of the end of the previous 
month (in this case, through June).  The “YTD Budget” column reports income and expenses taking into account our 
“seasonal” giving patterns over the previous several years.   
 

Blessings to you all! 
 Bill Wheeler, Tricia Williamson, and Marc Hartquist - Trustees 

 2019 YTD YTD Budget 

Pledges & Offering Gifts  $776,504  $789,056 

Total P&O Expenditures  $791,674  $812,717 

Net Surplus (Deficit)  $(15,170)  $(23,661) 

All Church Potluck Gathering  
 

Please join us at Crown Park in Camas on           
Thursday, August 8, 5:30 - 8pm.  This is an 
evening of fellowship, fun, and food.  The church 
provides the barbequed hot dogs and burgers. 
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.  



 

 

Women of the Year are 
Honored 

 
Each May Columbia Presbyterian 
Women’s Association honors two 
women who have made significant 
contributions not only to Columbia 

Presbyterian Church, but also to the community and 
world. Each recipient receives an Honorary Life 
Membership of Presbyterian Women in the Presbyterian 
Church USA. The women are presented with a certificate 
and a pin which representing the values adopted by PC
(USA) back in 1912. Over 90 other women from 
Columbia have received this honor. This year’s recipients 
are Linda Thompson and Nancy Biccum. 
 

Linda was born and 
raised in Vancouver. She 
is currently employed by 
the Vancouver School 
District as a Librarian. 
Retirement is just 
around the corner. Linda 
is a current Deacon, a 
member of Ruth Circle, 
and “manages” the book 
department at the         
Bi-Annual Church Sales. 
She sings in the Choir 

and is a member of a small group. Linda traveled to 
Senegal with the Go-Team and is looking forward to 
visiting the Holy Land with Bruce Armstrong. She has 
been a member of Columbia for 14 years. 
 
Nancy came to Vancouver by way of California, returned 
to California and is now happily back in Vancouver and 
attending Columbia. She just completed two years as the 
Moderator for Presbyterian Women. She has jumped 
right into many programs here at church; as a member 
of Marian Circle, coordinating the fabrics and crafts at 
the Church Sales, is involved in Bible Study, Compassion 
Vancouver and Prayer Shawl Ministry. She also helps 
with the offering at the 10:30 service. She has been a 
member of Columbia for seven years. 
 

Congratulations ladies! 

 
 
 

 
Our next blood drive will be August 19, from 2-7pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. There is a CRITICAL need for blood.  
Blood banks nationwide are experiencing very low 
supplies.  Please consider donating!  Sign-up in the 
Gathering Area, online at www.redcrossblood.org, code 
CPCvan, or contact Barbara Miller. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grief Share will be offered on Wednesday evenings 
beginning September 11 through December 11 (not 
meeting the week of Thanksgiving).  We will be meeting 
in the office conference room from 6:30-8pm.  There will 
be a cost of $20 for the workbook (scholarships 
available).  Child care is also available upon request. 
 
Grief Share is a 13-session program.  At each meeting, 
participants learn about grief-related issues and what 
the Bible says about the subjects.  The topics covered 
during these sessions can be grouped into the following 
categories: Comfort (sessions 1-5), Answers (sessions 6-
9), and Hope (sessions 10-13). 
 
Each week we will watch a 40-minute video and have a 
time of sharing.  The workbook is an important part of 
the class.  It can be used to take notes during the video, 
and short daily exercises help to go deeper into the 
subject. 
 
While it’s ideal for group members to attend all 13 
sessions, each weekly session is designed to be “open,” 
meaning a person can begin attending at any time.  
Members can find comfort, answers, and hope. 
 
Pamphlets are available at the Welcome Desk, or call 
Mary Lange or Terry Robertson, with questions.  Also 
joining the leadership team this year are Monica Fryer, 
and Fernando Alvarez. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Work Camp 
 
Work Camp Mexico was a huge success thanks to the 
students and leaders who gave a week of their summer, 
but also because of all of YOUR support—both in prayer 
and your generosity. So thank you, everyone! We had a 
wonderful week serving alongside Amor Ministries in 
their mission to build hope for families. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Bike Hike 
 
Our Middle School students are in Idaho this week on 
Bike Hike! Please pray for a safe adventure and a week 
full of community and discovery! 
 

 

 
All Youth  

Hood River Expedition:  
Aug. 7, 9:30-4:30 

 
Middle and High schoolers (and incoming 6th grade stu-
dents) are   invited to come swim, get some sun and piz-
za, and have a great time with friends! Cost is $20 (bring 
day-of). Sign up using the QR code here or by visiting the 
youth page and following the link. All students must 
have a med form! 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 



 

YoungLives: Impacting Teen Moms  
and Shaping Generations 

 
YoungLives is a non-denominational Christian 
organization that is a part of the YoungLife organization. 
 
YoungLives has never wavered from the original vision to 
reach teen moms by entering their world, modeling the 
unconditional love of Christ, and encouraging them to 
become the women and mothers God created them to 
be.  Through Young Live's time-tested and life-on-life 
mentoring, teen moms are empowered to make positive 
choices, achieve goals, and live a future rooted in Christ. 
 
 
The Vancouver YoungLives club meets once a month. 
The leaders act as mentors for the girls right where they 
are in their lives, becoming trusted friends who model 
Christ’s love and show them what a life walking with 
Christ looks like. 
 
During a typical club meeting the girls enjoy a meal 
together with their babies and mentors.  After dinner 
the babies go to the nursery where they are cared for by 
trained childcare providers.  At that time, the girls 
mingle with each other, enjoy skits and games, and hear 
about the teachings of Jesus. 
 
Once a year, the girls have an opportunity to go to a 
YoungLives camp with their babies.  While at camp, 
childcare is provided during certain hours of the day so 
the girls have some free-time, as normal teenagers 
would have with each other.  After a family-style dinner 
each evening, the girls attend a time of singing and 
worshiping, and learning about Jesus.  Most teen moms 
who attend YoungLives on a regular basis finish high 
school; several go on to obtain a higher degree. 
 
YoungLives is changing two generations at a time. There 
are many ways you can become involved with the 
YoungLives program.  For more information, you may 
contact Stephanie Sobottke,  360-335-7024. 

 

Sewing for the Community 
 
If you love to sew and are interested 
in helping others by using your 
talents, a group has formed that meets at the Camas 
Library once a month in the afternoon.  Projects are cut 
and ready to sew, and will then be donated to 
organizations for distribution.  Please bring a sewing 
machine or serger and basic sewing supplies.  We meet 
in the upstairs room.   
 
Our next meeting time is August 8 at 1pm.  Other 
meeting dates this year are: September 5, October 10, 
and November 7. All meetings begin at 1pm. 
 
If interested, please contact Evelyn Esselstrom or call the 
Camas Library, 360-834-4692, for more information. The 
Camas Library is located at 625 NE 4th Ave. 
 
 

 
Women of all ages are invited to the 
GIFT Wednesday evening study.  Our 
purpose is to Grow In Faith Together 
through study, fellowship and 
friendship.  Join us this fall as we 

explore the Gospel of Mark.  
 
September 18 – November 13 (No study on October 30)  
Participant book available for purchase at the first study.
  
6:30-8pm in LL6 (Childcare available) 
Questions? Contact Rachel Grice. 
 
The Gospel of Mark: the Jesus we’re aching for partners 
the compassion of Jesus with the passion of Christ. We 

see how the heart of God is moved by 
the heart of humanity and His 
response to our loud cry for help. We 
discover the world-changing result of 
being recipients of His compassion 
and the reason for His passion, all the 
way to the cross. 

 

Ultimately, Mark intends for the 

action-packed presentation of who Jesus is to lead us to 

acknowledge Jesus, find salvation in Him, and follow 

Him. 

 



 

If you or someone you know has a change in their 
contact information, please contact Viva in the church 

office.   
 

info@columbiapresbyterian.org 
360-694-7549 ext. 213 

 
 
 

 
 

Women of Faith in Senegal 
by Lynn Finley 

 
During our 2019 mission to Senegal this past February, 
the Go Team met many gracious and joyful Christian 
women dedicated to their missions. These women are 
faith-filled and seemingly undeterred by circumstance. 
They appear to run the race set before them. They live 
unapologetically as Christians, inspiring others by their 
example of love and fortitude.  
  
Feluine Fall runs a youth center  
in northwest Senegal once a 
week. She provides a safe place 
to play, a shower, clean clothes 
and a healthy meal, 
accompanied by Bible stories. 
Children race to attend 
Feluine’s ministry, which likely 
provides their only shower 
and proper meal each month. 
We witnessed an American missionary, Vicky, 
administering first aid and motherly compassion to the 
small boys in attendance.  
 
 

Feluine also runs a secondary 
school for girls. Here they learn 
many life skills from dedicated 
women of faith, including cooking 
classes, sewing and mathematics.  
At this bustling school, the young 
women are read scripture every 
morning before class, learning 
stories from the Bible to 

encourage them. Feluine and these teachers work 
together in various ways to demonstrate God’s love for 
others.  
 
Many women are demonstrating to the Senegalese the 
true face of Christianity.  
 The Diakhao World Vision Area Development 

Program is managed by Evelyn, an incredibly 
capable leader and believer. She is enthusiastic 
about her work and leads songs, prayers, meetings, 
and outreach to several villages.  

 

 Heesuk Tomieux (Eric’s wife and co-founder of Beer
-sheba) promotes native language literacy. 

 Adele Diouf (Leopold’s wife) offers hospitality to 
visiting friends and missionaries in her home.  

 A new school has just been opened by a Catholic 
woman. 

  
Women are leading exciting ministries in Senegal! Their 
faithfulness illuminates what it means to be a follower 
of Jesus Christ. They are spreading the gospel and living 
the gospel through their care for the young, the 
destitute, the hungry, and the outcast. They inspire me 
to be more intentional and forthright in my faith. 
 
To me, these women from around the world working in 
Senegal exemplify:  
 
Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such 
a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run 
with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.  

 

Fellow believers, Laurel and  
Feluine share a moment. 

Talbert, Andrew & Bethany 
 
Deleissegues, Becky 
 
Harrison, Sam & Wendy 

DIRECTORY UPDATES 
Please contact the church office for updates for the 

following: 



 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 
The library is located across from the elevator by the Gathering Area.  Books, except 
reference materials, may be checked out for three weeks.  The library catalog is avail-
able at:  www.librarything.com/catalog/colpresvan  

A Tapestry of Secrets 
Sarah Loudin Thomas 
Fiction 
 
Now in her eighties, Perla Phillips has 
carried a secret since she was 
eighteen years old. When she sees her 
granddaughter, Ella, struggling for 
perfection, she decides to share her 

secret to show that God can use even the biggest 
mistakes for good. But before she can reveal what 
happened during that summer sixty years ago, she has a 
debilitating stroke.  
 
Carrying a secret of her own, Ella arrives back in Wise, 
West Virgina, to help her aunt Sadie care for Perla. Both 
know the woman wanted to tell them something, but 
she's now locked in silence. Together they begin looking 
into the past, but they may learn more than they 
expected.  
 
Will they have the courage to share their hearts? Or will 
the truth remain buried forever? 
 
Spanning generations, this moving family drama weaves 
together the interlocking stories of two women as they 
navigate relationships, family, faith, and the choices that 
will shape their lives.  Heartwarming and nostalgic, 
the story explores the courage to share the wounds of 
the past and celebrates the legacy a family passes from 
one generation to the next.   
 
Book 3 in the 3-book series Appalachian Blessings 
 
Sarah Loudin Thomas grew up on a 100-acre farm in 
French Creek, WV, the seventh generation to live there. 
Her Christian fiction is set in West Virginia and celebrates 
the people, the land, and the heritage of Appalachia. 
 
 
 
 
 

God Came Near 
Max Lucado 
Life of Christ 
 
It all happened in a moment -- a most 
remarkable moment. 

God came near. 

He came not as a flash of light or as an unapproachable 
conqueror, but as One whose first cries were heard by a 
peasant girl and a sleepy carpenter. The hands that held 
him were not manicured, but callused and dirty. 

No silk. No ivory. No hype. No party. No hoopla. God had 
come near ... for you. 

Travel back in time and relive Christ the Son of God 
becoming man. Come with Max as he brings to life the 
most important event in history ... when God came near. 
And as you catch a vision of this incredible moment, let it 
mark the beginning of a new life for yourself. 

God came near. If he is who he says he is, there is no 
truth more worthy of your time. 
 
Includes a Reader’s Guide with study questions. 
 
In just under two decades of writing, Max Lucado has 
accomplished more than most writers hope for in a 
lifetime. Most of his books have appeared on one or 
more best seller lists, including those published by the 
"New York Times," "USA Today," "Publishers Weekly," 
and the Christian Booksellers Association (CBA). Aside 
from hardcover books, Lucado's writings have also been 
published as children's books, videos, CD-ROMs, DVDs, 
music CDs, mass paperback booklets, apparel, giftware, 
bookmarks, calendars, study Bibles, workbooks, 
curricula, and plush products. In spring 2003, Hallmark/
Dayspring Cards launched a new gift card line featuring 
excerpts from Lucado's writings--and has already sold 
more than one million cards. 



 

WHAT?  ALREADY?  
  
Yes, indeed!  It’s time to 
mobilize our annual 
backpack drive for 
McLoughlin Middle School 
– aka Backpacks for Mac.  

As our partnership with Mac has grown, our backpack 
donations remain an important and valued contribution 
to the entire school community.  The packs and school 
supplies are greatly appreciated and are distributed 
throughout the entire school year. 
  
McLoughlin’s Family-Community Resource 
Coordinator needs most of the backpacks in August 
because that’s when orientation events take place.  
Backpacks and supplies can be distributed so that 
students arrive on the first day of school with 
everything they need to get off to a good start.  So be 
on the lookout for the backpack collection box in the 
Gathering Area at CPC starting in late July and attach a 
bit of love for our local students!  
  
Additional school supplies specifically requested 
include: 

> Spiral notebooks (college ruled) 

> Composition books (college ruled) 

> Folders (two pocket style) 

> Pencil pouches 

> Erasers (pencil top and regular) 

> Colored pencils 

> Markers 
  
(School supplies may be dropped off in the “Mac Pack” 
backpack box.) 
  
There are a number of ways to financially support 
McLoughlin student activities and enrichment 
opportunities throughout the year.  To donate, please 
make out a check to CPC and specify “McLoughlin 
support” in the memo line. Thanks for all of the 
generous and faithful support year after year.  Your 
contributions are appreciated and have a positive 
impact on the entire Mac community. 
  
REMEMBER:  If you’re interested in volunteering at 
Mac, there are multiple ways to get involved, including 
ongoing weekly activities, one-time events, solo or with 
others, and various time slots throughout the 
week.  Join the growing list of CPC folks, from youth to 
retirees, who are connecting with Mac.  Contact Julie 

Mauer, Nancy Johns, or Carol Cate for more 
information. 
  
  
 

 

 
 
 

Tuesday Morning GIFT Bible Study 
 
Calling women of all ages...the Tuesday morning GIFT 
fall study will begin on September 10!  Please join us for 
"Twelve Women of the Bible," by Lysa TerKeurst, Elisa 
Morgan and Amena Brown.  During this study we will 
look at spiritual lessons learned from twelve biblical 
women and how the lessons apply to our lives 
today.  We will meet on Tuesday mornings, 9:30-
11:30am in the Chapel.  Please  contact Sheri Borrevik, 
with any questions.  We hope to see you there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our most heartfelt thanks to all our friends and pastors 
at Columbia who gave us so much encouragement, 
messages and cards to get us through our hard journey 
with Victor. 
~Ella Campeau and family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

CPC Movie Night 
 

Friday, August  9 
 

CPC Chapel 
6:00 PM - (BYOBBD)  Bring your own brown bag dinner     

   
7:00 PM - Movie starts   

MILITARY PRAYER MINISTRY... 
 

Thanks for those who have served our country through the years, and continued prayer for those in our church family   currently 
on active duty. Keep in prayer: 
 

 Calvin Frakes, US Army (grandson of Floyd & Betty Ruth Frakes) 

 Bryant Flores, US Army (son of Virginia Vines-Flores) 

 James Sarchet, Marines (son of Jean Sarchet) 

 2nd Lt. Hanna Walton, US Army (daughter of Rhonda Walton) 

 Tyler Dillon, USAF (son of Jim Dillon Jr., grandson of Jim & Ruth Dillon) 

 2nd Lt. Joseph B. Anderson, US Army (grandson of Bob Weller) 

 Petty Officer 2nd Class Sara Farrior, US Navy (wife of Alasdair Stuart) 

 Petty Officer 2nd Class Justin Carney, US Navy (son of Kevin Carney) 

 Sgt. Lucas Swanson, US Army (son of Terry Hurley) 

 Captain Blake Hawthorne, US Army (son of Robyn Hawthorne & Charles Hawthorne) 

 Captain Amy Hawthorne, US Army (daughter-in-law of Robyn Hawthorne & Charles Hawthorne) 

 Staff Sgt. Jonathan Wolff (grandson of Sandy Stark) 

 Airman 1st Class Courtney Loewen, USAF (granddaughter of Carole Loewen) 

 Airman Katherine Meakins, USAF (cousin of Debbie Edwards-Wu) 

 2nd Lt. Jennifer McKinney, ROTC (daughter of Kim McKinney and granddaughter of Carolyn Peterson) 

 Petty Officer 3rd Class Duncan Stuart, US Navy (son of Robert & Geri Stuart and grandson of Marge van Nus) 

 Captain Thomas Roller, USAF (son of Bill & Shannon Roller, brother of Chris Roller) 

 Lt. Steven Whitham (cousin of Julie Mauer) 

 Petty Officer 1st Alasdair Stuart, US Navy (son of Robert & Geri Stuart and grandson of Marge van Nus) 

 Senior MST SGT Geoff T. Robertson, USAF (son of Terry Robertson) 

 Lt. Drew Ziccardi, U.S. Army (godson of Pastor Fitz Neal) 

 LS2 Roger Shannon, U. S. Navy (son of Colette & Robert Shannon) 

 The Pilot Light is a monthly publication 
     of Columbia Presbyterian Church. 

Visit us online at 
www.columbiapresbyterian.org 

Sunday Worship Times: 
 

       9:00  Traditional 
      10:30  Contemporary 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday - Friday 
8:30am - 4:30pm 


