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Lenten Devotional 
 

In this booklet you will find thoughts, medita ons, prayers, 
personal experiences, photographs and illustra ve art inspired 
by scripture. Each one designed to guide us through this season 

of introspec on and renewal.   

Please know that every passage and piece of art was created by 
one of Columbia’s prac cing disciples.  Whether short or long, 

drawn in minutes or a project that took hours, each edi on was 
prayed over and included with purpose.   

We pray you are blessed by what God has prepared within 
these pages. 

 

I want them to be encouraged, 

and knit together by strong es of love. 
I want them to have complete confidence  

that they understand God’s mysterious plan, 

which is Christ himself. 
Colossians 2:2 (NLT) 



ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRRUARY 22 
By Raquel Dewi  

 
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,  

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

-Joel 2:13 

Maybe it’s because this is where I started my “official” walk with God 
as a middle schooler at summer camp. The ocean has always 
represented for me the powerful character of God. A place to be 
feared yes, but also a place of peace and restora on. A place that 
takes away my breath, reminds and humbles me of His grace and 
mercy. And the endless, unmeasurable – deep and wide – 
representa on of God’s steadfast love. 

 
 



THURSDAY, FEBRARY 23 
 Illustra on By David Grice  

 
How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough to spare, but 

here I am starving to death!  I will set out and go back to my father, 
and I will say to him,  

“Father, I have sinned against heaven  
and against you.”   

-Luke 15:17-18 



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

By Connie Warner 

But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours 
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.     

 -Luke 15:32  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Luke 15:32 is a great encouragement to us. It tells us that even when 
we are lost or turn away from God, He loves us. God will go to every 
length possible to find us and bring us back into His care. Then, when 
we make the turn and head on the road back to God, He welcomes 
us. When God sees you in the far distance, He will run with open 
arms to greet you. Then He will celebrate and throw you a party for 
your return.         

We are always found and seen by God! 

Pray with me. 

Dear Heavenly Father,                                                                                                  
Thank you for your never-ending love and care for me. Help me to 
always see and love you.  With gra tude, I thank you for the ul mate 
gi  of love you have given me, in the form of your son and the sacri-
fice of his life on my behalf. In the name Jesus I pray. Amen. 



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

By Sally Stalnaker 

The blind man answered, “Whether he (Jesus) is a sinner I do not know. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 

-John 9:25 
 

Medita on:   Some mes we cannot answer all the theological 
arguments about faith and the reasons we believe. But we DO know 
God and have seen him work in our lives and in the lives of those we 
love. Our response is like the blind man’s, “I don’t have all the 
answers, but I have surely been changed by the One who does!” 
 
Prayer:   Father, make your presence known in my life so that others 
can see and know your love and grace through me. Amen. 



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
By Mary Smith 

 
“. . . For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, so that you through His 

poverty might become rich. . .”  
-2 Corinthians 8:9 

 

Jesus became poor, so I could be rich. 
Give like Jesus. 
Live like Jesus. 

I am rich. I am white and rich. 
I cannot become poor. 

I give carefully. 
I live carefully, 
So I will not be poor. 

It would be irresponsible to become poor. 
My mom and dad poor-proofed me, teaching me the thri y tricks they 
learned when they were poor. 

I live in a rich country. 
I went to college. 
I am good at math. 
I cannot become poor. 

My doctor said, “You have cancer.”  
And then, I was poor. 
I had money, but I did not know how long I had to spend it. 

So, I gave some to Jesus, 
And I gave myself to Jesus, 
And I got to know Him be er, 

And I became rich.  



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
By Sajan and Sabine Carlson 

 
…and all are jus fied freely by His grace through the redemp on that 

came by Christ Jesus.  -Romans 3:24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustra on by Sabine Carlson 

When I was li le, I was being mean to my mom and yelling at her and 
throwing a tantrum.  I got sent to my room.  My mom came in and was 
nice to me even though I was being mean to her.  She gave me the gi  
of kindness when I didn't deserve it.  God gave us the gi  of 
forgiveness and kindness.  He made us right with him.  He loves us no 
ma er what.   
 
Dear Jesus, Thank you for dying on the cross for us.  Thank you for this 
free gi  and making us right with you.  Thank you for doing this for 
everybody.  I believe you are God's Son.  Amen. 



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
By Dick Petermann 

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your 
own doing; it is the gi  of God, not the result of works, so that no one 

may boast. 

-Ephesians 2:8-9 

  

Standing where I am today, and as I look back at my life, I feel greatly 
blessed… and if I’m being honest with myself, I know that the product 
of my life is not the result of anything that I have done.  Let us give 
credit where credit is due… Thank you, Lord, for your gi . 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 
By Lydia Tombarelli 

 
But by the grace of God I am what I am,  

and His grace toward me was not in vain. 
-1 Corinthians 15:10 

 
 

Before you con nue on today’s devo onal I encourage you to read the 
whole chapter, 1 Corinthians 15.  

Now please join me in prayer as we acknowledge the grace of God. 

Lord we ask that you teach us to rely on your grace. It is by you and 
you only that we can come to you today and be in communion with 
you. Your grace is pure. Your love is uncondi onal. You call us to follow 
and be your disciples. And we come to you Lord, to ask that you will 
con nue to show us how we can love your people. We pray that we 
will carry the same grace that you give us so freely. In the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen. 



THURSDAY, MARCH 2 
By Audrey Grice 

 
 

 
 

Wretched person that I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of 
death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!    

 -Romans 7:24-25 



FRIDAY, MARCH 3 
By Laralyn Ellsworth 

 
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  

-2 Corinthians 12:9 
 
 
“The Strength of a Father” 
 
Home Depot daddy in his hun ng hat and oldest jeans 
Giant parking lot safety hand ght around my tater tot fist 
His California white sunshine grin unwraps to count 
One two jump 
One two now 
Pulling me into rainbow parabolas 
Over yellow paint stripes and concrete balance beams 
Mary Jane ptoes scraping the pavement 
Scrambling to match the taking-off rhythm  
Of his long daddy stride 
Tree branch biceps above me 
Easily launching li le girl laughter in leaps and bounds 
Up to his waist, his chest, his shoulder 
 
Every year the Home Depot parking lot gets smaller and smaller 
My legs longer and stronger 
The number of an -gravity leaps required 
From pickup truck to power tool aisle shrinks 
The marginal impact of begging 
Li  me! declines to zero 
As the daddy-daughter ra o equilibrates 
 
The smaller I was, the more perfect his power 
An astronaut moonwalk 
A swimming pool cannonshot 
A headful of gold at the end of a parabola 



The stronger the daughter 
The prouder the father 
The lighter his burden 
 
But I lost the right to be weightless 
The weaker the follower 
The stronger the Father 
The greater grace given 
 
I gained the right to be fearless 
To boast of my meekness 
To rest in omnipotence 
Sufficient for daughters of Home Depot daddies 
The broken and thorn-struck 
Whose mothers weren’t Mary 
The children of men who never knew Eden 
The calamity-ridden 
Who toasted to power 
 
Mercy descends like the hand of a father 
Li ing me higher than I’m capable of 
If I can boast 
It’s that I’m s ll jumping upward 
That someone’s s ll pulling 
That my weakness is canvas 
For an artwork of grace 
The perfec on of strength 
In the smallest of faiths 



SATURDAY, MARCH 4 
By John and Annie Reid 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

-2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

GOD’S LOVE 
Paul’s prayer for sharing the love and power of the Trinity. 

 

God the Father: 

The gi  of Grace given by God the Father through his son Jesus 
Christ.  We are to reach out and take it. 

 

God the Son: 

 For God so loved the world He gave His only Son, whoever 
believes in Him will not perish but have everlas ng life.  
     John 3:16 

 

God the Holy Spirit: 

The Communion of the Holy Spirit who indwells in believers, to live 
righteously and love and encourage each other. 

 

Our prayer is for all to know and believe God’s love is greater than 
anything we can imagine. 

 

We love because He first loved us. 

      -1 John 4:19 



SUNDAY, MARCH 5 
By Anna Haagenson 

 
 Then King David went in and sat before the L  and said,  

“Who am I, O L  God, and what is my house,  
that you have brought me thus far?” 

-1 Chronicles 17:16 
 

The posture that King David takes in this verse is one of true contri on. 
David is in awe of God’s greatness and God’s grace in a way that makes 
him ques on how such an amazing God would make a promise of an 
everlas ng kingdom for the house of David. The season of Lent is a 

me to remind us, simply, that God is God and we are not. We like to 
make plans and think we are in control, just as David did in his plan to 
build a temple for the Lord. But God has his own (and much be er) 
plan for us and he calls us to follow. That means listening and paying 
a en on and assuming the posture of a servant. Instead of asking 
“Don’t I deserve…?” we are to ask, “Who am I?” The gi  of grace is not 
something we deserve or earn. As we ac vely live as listening disciples, 
God reveals himself in ways we could never have imagined; in 
blessings and beauty and in sorrow and suffering.  

I remember one of the first years I ever taught Sunday school to a 
small group of fourth graders. When I was explaining the amazing act 
of love in Christ that he would die to take the punishment for our sins, 
the reality of it seemed to click for the first me for one of the 
students. She looked at me wide-eyed and said, “Wow! That was so 
nice of him!” She was so awestruck and I believe had the same 
response as King David. “Wow! Who am I, O Lord God?” 



MONDAY, MARCH 6 
Photo submi ed By Pat Wheeler 

 
The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. 

-Psalm 23:1 



TUESADAY, MARCH 7 
Devo onal and Art By Stephanie Bisch 

 
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniqui es.  

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit 
within me.  -Psalm 51:9-10 

 
 
I like to use these verses when I sit 
down to have a quiet or study me 
with God. It is easy to want to 
maximize spiritual me by diving 
straight into some religious ac vity 
but I find these verses helpful to 
realign myself first.  
 
The New Living Transla on writes 
the first verse this way, “Don’t 
keep looking at my sins. Remove 
the stain of my guilt.” While it 
might be easy to pretend I am 
someone who has it all together, 
and even think well of myself for 
finding me to be quiet with God 
and His Word, this verse is a 
necessary reminder of the true state of affairs. Similarly, the second verse 
requests changes in my heart and spirit so that God can clear out anything 
from my current being that would interfere with becoming who God calls me 
to be. I cannot become more like Him simply by having a few minutes of quiet 

me or Scripture me before rushing headfirst back into life. Reques ng that 
God works His crea ve power in my heart and in my mind gives God all the 
credit for my growth. My willpower or good inten ons are not enough to 
make me more like Jesus.  
 
Today I invite God to give me a clean slate: forgiven for past sins, with a 
renewed heart and spirit, so that I might be er be able to know Him, serve 
Him, and be like Him. 



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 
By Chunghah Hoffman 

 
“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home jus fied 

before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” -Luke 18:14 

Read Luke 18:9-14 (The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector) 
 
I was in the bathroom ge ng ready for the day and I could hear the girls 
outside my door having an argument. I stepped out as I heard voices 
escala ng, and saw the li le one star ng to throw punches. The ten-year-
old was accusing her five-year-old sister of not having her facts straight. 
The li le one was insis ng otherwise. And now it was a fight to the death. 
From a parental perspec ve it all seemed so silly, and I was le  scratching 
my head as to why they thought the issue at hand, clearly pe y (at least 
from my perspec ve), was worth figh ng about. 
 
In somewhat similar fashion, in the past several years we’ve all heard 
stories of, or experienced personally, families and friendships undergoing 
serious tensions or ri s as our country has become increasingly polarized 
over many issues. We cling to what we believe to be true, and demand 
acceptance of it. Just like the Pharisee in this parable, we have a tendency 
toward self-righteousness, and we feel thankful we do not belong to the 
other camp—the foolish, the ignorant, the misguided. To let go, or not 
stand our ground, can feel as though we’re compromising our values, and 
this can be troubling when the stakes feel high. 
 
In The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke 18:9-14), a tax 
collector receives jus fica on before God over a Pharisee. It was said this 
parable was told to “some who were confident of their own righteousness 
and looked down on everyone else.” The Pharisee’s prayer was focused 
on impressing God with his acts of faithfulness, and feeling thankful he 
was not like other sinners. The tax collectors of the me had a reputa on 
for greed and exploita on. However, the tax collector in the parable knew 
how far he fell short and acknowledged this before God, asking for mercy. 
 
Like the Pharisee, we are o en suscep ble to the false impression that we 
are be er off than the people around us. We view ourselves as right and 
others as wrong. We can be so sure of ourselves that the result is pride. 



Whether we are truly right ma ers li le in God’s eyes if we lack love and 
compassion for those around us. The Pharisee’s a tude toward his fellow 
sinners showed no sign of love and compassion, and instead revealed only 
contempt. The Pharisee failed to see the sinners he spoke of as children of 
God, created in God’s image, his brothers and sisters. 
 
What would we wish for our own children and their rela onships with 
their siblings? In the case of the morning fight between sisters, I know I 
cared more about my girls ge ng along harmoniously than who was 
really right and the lengths to which each would go in defending their 
“facts.” In the thick of an argument though, backing off can feel like 
compromise. It goes against our God-given longing for jus ce. But it is said 
“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a mul tude 
of sins” (1 Peter 4:8). It dawns on me, did God not compromise, so to 
speak, when he decided we were worth loving and saving? Did Jesus not 
willingly submit himself to death at the hands of people who were wrong? 
 
Eventually, I would hope that my older daughter would recognize her five-
year advantage over her younger sister and approach her with more 
understanding and compassion. Perhaps her younger sister was being 
willfully ignorant, but it didn’t give her older sister the right to beat her 
over the head with the truth. Similarly, let us approach those we accuse of 
being wrong, or of wrongdoing, with compassion and understanding, 
remembering that not one of God’s children is beyond redemp on, and 
that we are just as much in need of it too. 
 
Dear God, 
We confess that pride o en blinds us to our shortcomings. We are prone 
to self-righteousness, looking down on others like the Pharisee in the 
parable. We ask for your forgiveness. We humble ourselves, knowing we 
are far from perfect, and in need of your mercy and grace. We thank you 
for relieving us of the burden of judging others, for you are the perfect 
and just judge. We pray that you would give us pa ence to wait on your 
jus ce. Help us to see others through your eyes, as fellow children of God, 
made in your image. Reveal to us ways in which we can show your love to 
others, especially those we disagree with. We thank you for your amazing 
gi  of grace, and that through Christ we are jus fied—not by our own 
efforts, but by your incredible love for us. 
 
Amen 



THURSDAY, MARCH 9 

By Mary Sisson 
 

While Jesus was having dinner at Ma hew’s house, many tax collectors 
and “sinners” came and ate with him and his disciples. 

-Ma hew 9:10 
 

Saints and sinners in the same room: That’s the picture of the party at 
Ma hew’s house. “They Walked With God” by Max Lucado shines 
some light on the situa on. Ma hew was a tax collector, one of the 
dreaded people nobody liked, shunned by everyone with any decency. 
Who did he hang out with? Probably other tax collectors, cheaters, 
liars and others of low moral standing. In Lucado’s view of the scene, 
he pictures Jesus saying, “Invite them to dinner.”  
 
So here are Ma hew’s old friends and new friends, the disciples, 
mingling together and having a great me in Jesus’ joyful presence. 
Lucado writes, “What could be be er? Saints and sinners in the same 
room, and no one’s trying to determine who is which.” That is, un l 
the Pharisees arrive, with their piety and judgment. And what does 
Jesus say to them? “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 
sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ 
For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
 
Being a follower of Jesus doesn’t restrict you to just hanging out with 
churchy people. His way leads us to church to be renewed in his 
teachings, praises and fellowship. But then Jesus leads us out into our 
community to shine his light among believers and non-believers alike. 
If we never got out of our ght Chris an circles, how would anyone 
outside see Jesus’ light? It’s me for a party! 

 



FRIDAY, MARCH 10 
By Clara Overton 

 



SATURDAY, MARCH 11 
By the CPC Middle School Youth Group 

 
 

With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to 
quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

-Ephesians 6:16 
 
 

-The act of faith protects you from the dangerous tempta ons and lies 
from Satan.  Having faith and knowing that God will bring you through 
something protects you from all the ammuni on the devil may have.- 

 
-Our faith protects us from the many things that get thrown at us, 

things that tempt us, distract us and draw us away from our Father and 
our true home.  God loves us and seeks to empower us by faith to 

resist evil.- 



 
-I think that God could be our shield of faith and the flaming arrows 

are coming from the devil. Something we should all remember to keep 
our shield of faith in front of us to protect us because the enemy will 
always be there.  The enemy will start to be irrelevant once you learn 
God is on your side and he isn’t the evil one throwing flaming arrows.- 



SUNDAY, MARCH 12 
By Mary Sisson 

 
He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

-Mark 5:34 
 
In the culture of Jesus’ day, this woman had two strikes against her. 
She was a woman, and she had been bleeding for 12 years. That meant 
she was ostracized, unclean, and anything she touched was unclean. 
Plus, she was broke. She’d spent all her money on doctors. No one had 
been able to do anything for her.  
 
That is, un l she reached out and touched Jesus’ robe. Imagine the 
scene. She’d have had to join the crowds of people, she who was 
unclean and rejected. But she believed. If only she could touch his 
garment… She gathered up all her courage, plunged through the 
crowd, and reached out her hand. And Jesus knew. He stopped the 
procession and asked, “Who touched my clothes?” I picture her 
fearfully admi ng, “I did.” And Jesus told her, “Daughter, your faith 
has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.” 
 
It took stepping out in faith for the woman to receive an unimaginable 
blessing. This is the kind of faith I’ve seen in the Pastor Nomina ng 
Commi ee. These brothers and sisters have had faith that God will 
answer our prayers, that God will show us the right person to lead 
Columbia Presbyterian into the next phase of mission and ministry. But 
we haven’t expected God to just drop a name in our laps. We’ve 
stepped out in faith, doing the work, praying constantly, reaching for 
the hem of Jesus’ garment in trust that he will answer the prayers of 
our congrega on. The members of this team have taught me much 
about faith.  
 
Jesus answered the woman’s prayer instantly. He’s making us learn 
about wai ng and trust. But through the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
have faith that an answer will come. 
 
 
 



MONDAY, MARCH 13 
By Mario and Eva Nieves 

 
Así será mi palabra que sale de mi boca:  

no volverá á mí vacía, 
 antes hará lo que yo quiero,  

y será prosperada en aquello para que la envié.  -Isaías 55:11 
 

…so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
    It will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire 

    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  - Isaiah 55:11 

 

La palabra de Dios es fuerza viva y lleva  

el poder de sanarte de reconstruirte para que tu 
espíritu sea limpio en su presencia.  

La palabra de Dios nos trae de regreso al Padre. 
 

The word of the Lord is strong and alive and it has  

the power to heal you and reconstruct you  

so that your spirit will be completely purified  

before you are in His presence.   

The word does it’s work by bringing us back to the Father. 



TUESDAY, MARCH 14 
By Mary Jensen 

 

REPENTANCE AS INVITATION TO TURN TOWARD A GREAT LOVE: 
 
Our text for today comes in the middle sec on of the book of Isaiah, 
the sec on where God announces hope for rebellious Israel in their 
exile. He affirms His great love for them, and invites them to come 
home and be His servants once again. 
 

Because you are precious in my sight, 
and honored, and I love you, 

I give people in return for you, 
na ons in exchange for your life. 

 
--Isaiah 43:4 NRSV 

 
God’s invita on to come home has a reason:  
Because you are precious in my sight,  
Because you are honored, 
Because I love you, 
Because I love you, I give… 
 
Just a few verses prior, in Isaiah 43:1, God explains that He is the one 
who created us. He formed our being in very specific ways. He calls us 
to Himself - by name. I love it when someone remembers my name, 
don’t you? 
 
Founda onal to all God’s interac on with us, His people, is His great 
love. In the Old Testament, it is His hesed, or steadfast love, that is 
central to who He is (Ex. 34:6). In the New Testament, Jesus explains 
that God’s love is the reason for His mission (Jn 3:16). Later, His 
disciple John boldly pronounces that GOD.IS.LOVE (1 Jn 4:8). How 
o en I forget this! Somehow, I think that repentance means I must 
make myself good enough to deserve God’s love or that He won’t want 

Themes taken from Trevor Hudson’s book, Seeking God, Finding Another Kind 
of Life with St. Igna us & Dallas Willard, NavPress 2022.  



to interact with me un l I clean myself up a bit. But His love for us is 
always and now.  
 
When love is the star ng place in a rela onship, it changes everything. 
When I know myself as precious to and loved by God, I can engage life 
with a greater sense of safety and freedom. When I’m in a difficult 
situa on where I might want to lash out in anger, or withdraw 
emo onally, or manipulate to get things to turn out the way I think is 
best … in that very place I have the opportunity to take a deep breath, 
remember myself as beloved of God, and then respond. Remembering 
God’s love disarms my anger or fear. Some mes my surprising reac on 
disarms others, as well! Remembering my life as held in His love can 
give me courage to face hard circumstances in faithfulness. Knowing 
He loves me helps me to see all of my life as a good gi ! 
 
Lent is a season when we prac ce repentance. The word repentance 
can some mes be used nega vely like, “You had be er repent or 
something bad is going to happen to you.” But I wonder if God would 
like us to hold His invita on to repentance in tandem with His 
confession of great love for us? Might it then sound something more 
like this: “I love you so much and really want you to live life in 
friendship with me. I want you to be all I have given you the poten al 
to be. Won’t you turn from being your own boss, going your own 
direc on and walk with Me in life?” When I hear it like this, 
repentance becomes an invita on – a doorway to a be er kind of life! 
 



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15 
By Pastor Ted Buck 

 
Moses is speaking to the next genera on of Israel (a er 40 years wandering 
in the wilderness a er leaving Egypt).  They are located outside of the 
“Promised Land” near the Jordan River.  It is the formal me of hearing and 
commi ng to Yahweh and His Law – and Moses says: 
 
 “And when you let him go free from you, you shall not let him go 
empty-handed.  You shall furnish him liberally out of your flock, out of 
your threshing floor, and out of your winepress.  As the Lord your God has 
blessed you, you shall give to him.  You shall remember that you were a 
slave in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord your God redeemed you, 
therefore I command you this day.”   - Deuteronomy 15:13-15  
 
In their exodus from Egypt and for those who joined with the people of 
Israel in their travels, some men and women became “indentured servants” 
for up to six years for a family.  This may have been because of debt or 
unable to get started materially, the need to learn a trade or skill, or the 
need to gather resources to live on their own ul mately. When the agreed 
upon commitment came to the end of their me of service, the servants 
were to be treated “liberally” from one’s own resources to get that person 
started to establish themselves in the community (out of the material 
blessings that they had received). 
 
People of Israel, always remember – you were a slave in Egypt and God 
rescued you (redemp on).  Therefore, be ac ve with helping others to get 
started right, who were indebted to you. 
 
A disciple of Christ must always remember that they were once a “slave” to 
the “flesh” and distant from God because of their sins/sinfulness.  We now 
live our rela onship in Christ with loving acts of restora on and 
neighborliness – because Christ redeemed us by his blood shed on the 
cross. 
 
A prayer by Imogene Doden: 
“O God, give us Your eyes to see the world around us; give us Your heart to 
love them as You do; let us be Your hands and arms to welcome them into 
Your family.  For Jesus’ sake.  Amen.” 



THURSDAY, MARCH 16 
By Tifny Mathena 

 
“I, I am He who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I 

will not remember your sins.” 
- Isaiah 43:25 

 

Imagine your biggest mistake.  The big one.  The one that broke 
something that can’t be unbroken.  Embarrassed you.  Exposed you.  
The one that every me you think of it, you get that universal sour 

feeling in your stomach.  The one that makes you wish you could turn 
back me.  The one from which there seems to be no lesson or 

redemp on, only hurt and heartache.  The one that you think secretly 
defines you.  The one you hide from others.  The one where you got 

caught up on a big worldly wave and went for a long, fruitless, 
drowning swim. 

Remember that one? 

 

God doesn’t. 

 

If you are living in shame, 

if you can’t let go of regret, 

if you feel defined by your sin, 

then you might want to 

REREAD THE VERSE. 



FRIDAY, MARCH 17 
By Michelle Rygg 
-Isaiah 49:8-16 

Promises of Israel’s Restora on 
 
8This is what the Lord says: 
“At just the right me, I will respond to you. 

On the day of salva on I will help you. 
I will protect you and give you to the people 

as my covenant with them. 
Through you I will reestablish the land of Israel  

and assign it to its own people again 
9I will say to the prisoners, ‘come out in freedom,’ 

and to those in darkness, ‘Come into the light.’ 
They will be my sheep, grazing in green pastures 

and on hills that were previously bare, 
10They will neither hunger nor thirst. 

The searing sun will not reach them anymore. 
For the Lord in His mercy will lead them; 

He will lead them beside cool waters. 
11And I will make my mountains into level paths for them. 

The highways will be raised above the valleys. 
12See, my people will return from far away, 

from the lands to the north and west, 
and from as far south as Egypt.” 

 
13Sing for joy, O heavens! 

Rejoice, O earth! 
Burst into song, O mountains! 

For the Lord has comforted his people 
and will have compassion on them in their suffering. 

 
14Yet Jerusalem says, “The Lord has deserted us; 



the Lord has forgo en us.” 
15“Never!” Can a mother forget her nursing child? 

Can she feel no love for the child she has borne! 
But even if that were possible, 

I would not forget you! 
16See, I have wri en your name on the palms of my hands. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sing for joy, O heavens! 

Rejoice, O earth! 

Burst into song, O mountains! 

For the Lord has comforted his people 

and will have compassion on them  

in their suffering. 
 

Photo taken at Lake McDonald in Glacier Na onal Park. 



SATURDAY, MARCH 18 
By the CPC Middle School Youth Group 

 
 

We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul… 
-Hebrews 6:19 

 
 

-God keeps us grounded, firm and steady.- 
 

-The hope we have in Jesus Christ grounds us in his word so that 
through any obstacle, our ground stays firm.  Through him,  

our founda on is set.- 
 

-Life can feel like a stormy sea, at mes you feel you may drown or get 
thrown way off course.  Our hope keeps us connected to God.  It gives 
us peace and confidence when things seem bleak and we’ve lost our 

way; God never lets go.- 
 

-Hope in God and His plan keeps our soul steadfast in God’s way and 
light.  If our soul is anchored in the ways of God and his truth, we will 

not be tempted by the sin that lives 
in the world around us.- 

 
-Our hope in God is strong  
and secure like an anchor.- 

 
-The main point would be that  
we always have hope.- 





SUNDAY, MARCH 19 
By Connie Warner 

 
Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have 

no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without cost. 

-Isaiah 55:1  
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isaiah was one of many prophets who called for Israel to renounce 
their apostate ways and return to following the Lord. 
When you first read this verse, it may seem like an invita on to dinner, 
to eat and drink.  
God is invi ng everyone to come to him. It is an invita on to sa sfy 
more than physical needs. It is an invita on to sa sfy the desires of our 
soul. God is offering grace.  
Jesus, right now, is calling us to come to him to sa sfy our soul. Are 
you thirsty for God’s grace? COME, ALL YOU WHO ARE THIRSTY. 
 
Let’s pray.  
 
Dear God, 
Thank you for calling me to come to you and nourish my soul. Your 
invita on can be overwhelming but so comfor ng. Give me 
opportuni es to be fed in worship, Bible study, songs, fellowship, 
service and prayer. Lead me to tell others of the love and grace of 
Jesus.  
 
I pray all these things in the precious name of Jesus Christ. Amen.  



MONDAY, MARCH 20 
By Beth Burton (adapted from Student Devos) 

 
…if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
-Romans 10:9  

 
Have you ever known someone who tried to make salva on a really 
difficult thing? Maybe even yourself?  Maybe they (you) thought they 
(you) had to be really good to get saved, so they (you) worked really 
hard for salva on. Maybe you know someone who doesn’t even real-
ize that Jesus is real, so the idea of salva on doesn’t make much sense 
to them. 
Here’s the thing, the Bible tells us that it’s faith in Jesus that saves us. 
When we believe in Him, believe that He was raised from the dead, 
and His life was the payment, in full, for our sin, and speak it out, that’s 
when we’re saved. 
Salva on isn’t difficult to obtain, but it can feel difficult because it’s so 
easy. It’s easier to not think about eternity and never make a decision 
to follow Jesus. It seems easier to try and do lots of good work to earn 
salva on.  But is it? 
The Bible shows us that we can’t do enough “good” to earn salva on. 
We need Jesus. That’s why Jesus came to the earth. To help us in our 
weaknesses. He did what WE couldn’t do. 



TUESDAY, MARCH 21 
By Wendy Ovall 

 
"But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth 
to forgive sin" - he said to the paraly c - "I say to you, stand up, take 

your mat, and go to your home." 
Mark 2:10-11 

 
  
As a young follower of Christ, I was always perplexed by this verse. 
Why would Jesus say that he has authority to forgive sin and then 
physically heal a man as proof? Isn’t one spiritual healing and the other 
physical? Jesus had returned to Capernaum a er some me in 
desolate places and so many people were coming to hear him preach 
that it was literally wall-to-wall where they were gathering. A 
paraly c’s loving and desperate friends carried him up to the roof, 
made a hole, and lowered him down. Everyone there must have 
known what he was there for – physical healing, of course. But Jesus’ 
response was one for the body and the heart.  
  
And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paraly c, “Son, your sins 
are forgiven.” 
  
The scribes ques oned this in their hearts. Their conclusion: He was 
blaspheming. They “knew it” and they “knew” God never listened to 
blasphemers. Jesus’ response to their silent objec on was three-fold: 
  
"But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth 
to forgive sin" - he said to the paraly c - "I say to you, stand up, take 
your mat, and go to your home." 
  
Jesus healed the man to show that God the Father did not consider 
Jesus blasphemous when he said he could forgive sins. Reason says 
that if God does not listen to blasphemers, Jesus could not physically 
heal this man. The Son of Man, Jesus, has all authority – physical and 
spiritual.  
  
Jesus healed the man to care for the man physically. We ma er; he 
created us physically, spiritually, mentally – all of it – we are a package 



deal. That is not to say we won’t get sick, but at that appointed me 
Jesus showed his love by caring for this man’s physical needs.  
  
Jesus healed the man to encourage and build up the faith of those 
around him. No ce that it was their faith that prompted Jesus’ 
response. And imagine all those who were crowded together and the 
awe in what they saw. We are called to belong to a unique community 
of Christ followers and what a blessing that is! 
  
Be encouraged – Jesus loves us deeply. He is the ul mate healer. He 
hears our hearts, sees our faith, cares for us, and loves us for eternity. 
  
And he (the paraly c) rose and immediately picked up his bed and 
went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified 
God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 
 

        Artwork by Leah Bisch 



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 
By Ka e Mrochko 



THURSDAY, MARCH 23 
By Pastor Ma  Overton 

 

For the word of God is living and ac ve, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the thought and inten ons of the heart. 

- Hebrews 4:12 

 

 

One of the tricky things about learning to read the Bible is that we read 
so many other books to learn. There are other books that entertain or 
divert us, too. But, while the Bible can do those things, it’s a different 
kind of book. 

 

When we read God’s word, we have to also learn that the Holy Spirit 
speaks and that, in some sense, Scripture reads us just as o en as we 
read it. God’s Word has a way of pulling apart our assump ons about 
ourselves, God’s world, and our neighbor. It has a way of re-arranging 
us in all sorts of uncomfortable ways and ways that are deeply 
comfor ng at mes. 

 

One of the best ways to let Scripture read us is to read a familiar Bible 
story several mes and ask a ques on that a friend of mine used to ask 
me: “Where are you in the story? Where is God in the story?” 



FRIDAY, MARCH 24 
By the CPC Middle School Youth Group 

 

For our sake God made the one who knew no sin to be sin, so that in 
Him we might become the righteousness of God. 

-2 Corinthians 5:21 

 

-Jesus: I’ll trade you my mansion on the beach in Malibu for that ro en 
apple on the ground next to the dog doo doo you are standing in.- 

-God made Jesus to bear the burdens of our sin even though Jesus 
never commi ed any sins in the first place.  Because of this, we are 

saved and are righteous in God’s eyes even though we sin.- 

-A man who was perfect was the final sacrifice that paid for our sins.  
The perfect man died for our imperfec ons. It is finished.- 

-When God looks at you and me he sees us as righteous, forgiven and 
jus fied because of Jesus’ sacrifice.  So we can hold our heads up high, 

proud of who we are; sons and daughters of the master of the 
universe, God Most High, Ruler of All.- 

-God created Jesus to take our sins  
so we can have eternal life with him.- 
 

-God changed himself for us and so  
the least we could do is follow him.   
He put himself in our shoes and so  
now the way we put ourselves in his  
shoes is to read the Bible and follow Him.  





SATURDAY, MARCH 25 
By Angie Woodrow 

 

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  To him be the glory both now and forever!  Amen.” 

-2 Peter 3:18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Le er to my Children and Grandchildren 

Dear Ones, 

My prayer for you is: 

May every sunrise and sunset be a reminder to you daily of the 
presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

May you con nue to seek Him.  

 

Learning in every season of life looks different.  

 

Some mes it is study of the word with others in a group. 
Some mes it is through journaling and quiet me with the 
Lord.  



 

May your Bible study, prayer partners, or these now very 
helpful ‘apps on our phone’ that give us ready moments to 
stop, pause and drink in the ‘grace and knowledge of our Lord,’ 
help you to con nuously be hungry and wan ng to grow in the 
grace and knowledge of the Lord. 

 

And, when you are struggling and feeling all alone – may the 
brightness of the sunrise or the stunning color that signals the 
beauty of dusk--wash over you and remind you that this is 
exactly when you need your family and friends in Christ to be 
around you!   

 

Do not despair. Our Lord Jesus Christ is here.  

 

May every sunrise and sunset remind you of the gi  of the 
present day—and of His presence in you and around you.  May 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you and wash over 
you daily as you step out into the world created by a mighty 
and glorious God – to live sharing the love and the light of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with all, as you con nue to grow in the 
wisdom and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

      Amen 



SUNDAY, MARCH 26 
By Geri Stuart 

 

 “In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste. He 
shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the                                 

apple of his eye.” 

- Deuteronomy 32:10 

 

What does this mean? The Hebrew 'iyshown 'ayin is translated as 
“Li le Man of the Eye.” La n is close, pupilla, which means “li le doll,” 
a diminu ve form of pupus – boy – and pupa - girl - (schoolchild). 
[basis for the word pupil, a delicate eye part essen al for vision, that 
must be protected at all costs.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The phrase “the apple of the eye” refers to the reflec on 
a person sees of themselves in another person’s eye when 

they are looking at them. 



Meaning: 

You are more special to me than anyone else. 

All the things that your eyes behold which get your special a en on, 
your complete a en on. 

As a first century master with servants or subjects and slaves, the one 
that is the most willing, and the one that is the most obedient is the 
one that is going to be most special to you, cherished by you: the apple 
of your eye. 

Think of the rela onship between a Rabbi and his disciples, between 
God and you. It thrills me to know God wants this close of a 
rela onship with me (all of us). 

See also: 

Prov. 7:2 “Keep my commands and you will live; guard my 
teachings as the apple of your eye.”  Zech.2:8 “ who touches 
you touches the apple of his eye.” 

Psalm 17:8 “Keep me as the apple of your eye…” 

 



MONDAY, MARCH 27 
By Terry Hurley 

 
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy na on, God’s 
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 

- 1 Peter 2:9 
 

 
We live in a world surrounded by darkness. We cannot go through a 
day without seeing the evidence of our own humanity – the violence, 
the discord, the darkness of our own judgements toward our fellow 
man. But through the sacrifice of His only son, Jesus Christ, God has 
given us the greatest gi  of all –  grace, love, light. He allows us to see 
passed the darkness, to forgive our hurts, our shame, and to 
remember we are His chosen and beloved children. What a miraculous 
blessing! 
 

Dear Gracious God, 
 
Help me to use today to be your light when I 
see darkness; call on me to represent you with 
all whom I encounter today. Give me the 
opportunity to see the world through your 
eyes, sharing your love with that person who 
needs to know the hope I have in you. Thank 
you for the sacrifice of your Son, gran ng me 
grace in my humanity. May my today be only 
for your glory. Amen. 

 

“When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.’” 

-John 8:12 



TUESDAY, MARCH 28 
By Kristen French 

 
When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil 

ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruc on he had 
threatened.  -Jonah 3:10 NIV 

 

This verse is such a stark reminder that while we deserve only God’s 
wrath, he has instead chosen to redeem us and has forgiven us once 
and for all with the sacrifice of Christ.  Jonah reminds us that this is not 
a modern day situa on but one that has been present since the 
fall.  And yet, it has always been God’s plan to redeem us with Jesus 
and we see glimpses of this in the Old Testament as we wait for the full 
reveal in the New Testament.  

I find myself so o en thinking both “I deserve only bad things to 
happen,” when I feel my sin so greatly as well as “I don’t deserve the 
bad happening to me.”  But I find it a comfor ng reminder that while I 
deserve nothing good, and none of us do, God has instead decided to 
turn away from our sin and redeem us through Christ and because of 
this we are gi ed the full riches of being his children. 

“Paradise,” by Elise Hoffman 



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29 
By Pastor Scott Peterson 

 
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away,  
and there was no longer any sea. 

- Revela on 21:1 
 
It is hard to imagine a new heaven when you have never seen 
the old one, but a er my trip to Beersheba in Senegal, I can 
begin to imagine a new earth! Eric Toumieux told us of standing 
on the hot, dusty ground. It was an area of li le vegeta on that 
had been over-grazed by sheep and goats un l nothing grew 
more than an inch before it was eaten. It was ground that was 
considered cursed by the locals, but as Eric looked, all of a 
sudden, he saw trees and birds and vibrant life. He couldn’t 
believe what he was seeing but his pastor, who was standing 
next to him, saw the same thing.   

 

Fruit trees and gardens in Beersheba, Senegal 



What Eric saw was a vision of the new earth that would spring 
forth from this dry, over-grazed, and cursed ground. Eric named  
it “Beersheba,” or “Well of Oath” where in Genesis 21 Abraham 
had made a covenant of peace with Abimelech. This dry and 
cursed land would become a well-watered land of peace with its 
Muslim neighbors.   
 
And that is exactly what it has become; 270 acres of vibrant, life-
giving land, full of trees, natural agriculture, a miraculous well of 
water, and 100% powered by solar energy! There is a school, 
medical clinic, hospitality quarters, sustainable farm, and 100 
staff of Chris ans, along with their families, to keep the oath and 
vision alive and growing.   
 
Paul writes in Romans that “the crea on waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God.” In Beersheba 
the children of God have been revealed, and the crea on has 
become renewed and rejoices by producing in abundance. The 
blessing of new earth is rising from the cursed ground of the old 
earth. Hallelujah! God makes all things new.  



THURSDAY, MARCH 30 
By Pastor Ted Buck 

 
GOD’S GOT THIS! 

 
“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: 
  
 ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man.  
 He will dwell with them, and they will be His people, 
 and God Himself will be with them as their God. 
 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and  
 death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, 
 nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have  
 passed away.     -Revela on 21:3-4 
 
The theme of the Old Testament has come back around – God makes a 
permanent “abode” with us (Isaiah 25:7-9, Levi cus 26:11-13, Ezekiel 
37:26-28). 
 
It has begun with the Event of the Cross and Resurrec on.  God dwells 
with us in our suffering, pain, and in our mourning.  There is also joy of 
being His child – of not being judged on our merits, but of that of 
Jesus.   
 
And this is the promise – “I’M COMING BACK!”  There will be a new 
order, a new earth, a transforma on of final blessing.  Revela on 21:3-
4 is a picture of eternity coming with no more pain, no suffering, no 
sin, no mourning, and no death!  We will experience sovereignty, 
majesty, a redeemed earth and life for God’s people!  God is reliable 
and genuine.  “Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven!” 
 

“COME LORD JESUS!  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.”
 (Revela on 22:20b-21). 

 
A prayer of Imogene Doden: 
“God of the loud voice from heaven and God of the s ll small voice, 
give us discerning hearts and obedient wills so that we can hear Your 
voice and li  our voices in concert with Your will.  In the name of the 
One who became the Word and dwelt among us, even Jesus Christ, we 
pray.  Amen.” 



FRIDAY, MARCH 31 
By Stephanie Bisch 

 
…he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have 
passed away. 

- Revela on 21:5 
 

We wipe a lot of tears at our house. My children are 10, 7, and 3 so 
there are tears about all things you can imagine and probably ones you 
would never dream up in a million years. Hurt feelings, frustra ons, 
broken Lego projects, bike accidents, ge ng both into and out of the 
bathtub, and nearly every instance wherein someone might believe 
their life to be “unfair.” We want, from our earliest ages, life to be fair 
and good. And one of our hardest lessons is that it just...isn't. Even if 
we tried to treat all of our children exactly the same, it would not be 
fair because each has completely different circumstances and 
personali es. Pain, grief, and deeply felt injus ce is a part of their life 
now and as they grow older. What we can do is wipe their tears.  
 
If it's been awhile for you, let me tell you that even if the tears were 
caused (as they o en are) by me as Mom, there is something 
immensely comfor ng about having your tears wiped away. 
Some mes they won't let me near them with a ssue ini ally because 
they know that the moment I am close enough to wipe those tears, 
their feelings will change. They may s ll be angry or scared or hur ng, 
but the very act of their tears being wiped away is so comfor ng that it 
changes and mutes the feelings. For a brief me they are soothed and 
we are sharing the hurt together, because I am so close to them that 
they know I can see the hurt and am acknowledging it. God not only 
promises to be so close to us that He will share our pain now, but He 
promises a me where every tear will be wiped away and pain will be 
no more.  
 
To end I'll share my son Viktor's prayer from early COVID days: “Good 
morning God. And Jesus. I hope you're having a good day up there in 
heaven. I hope you can get everybody be er. In the whole world. 
Amen.” 



SATURDAY, APRIL 1 
By the Lafferty Family 

 

And the one who was seated on the throne said,  
“See, I am making all things new.” 

-Revela on 21:5 

 

When we read this verse together as a family, each of us began to 
picture different ways that our God and King makes things new.  Edith 
remembered in Sunday school they had learned about God being 
called the po er. She began to picture a King on his throne taking 
broken clay pots, molding, and refining them, and making 
beau ful new vases.  For Liam, he was reminded about things in God's 
crea on that o en become new crea ons. In preschool he is learning 
about Caterpillars and he pictured God helping the caterpillar turn into 
a new bu erfly.  For Rachael, she thought of the way God gives new 
beginnings and second chances to all of us sinners who make mistakes, 
no ma er how big or small we view that mistake, God can restore us. 
She also pictured those who are physically broken, or ill, being given 
full health in their new heavenly bodies.  Mike thought of how God 
creates new beginnings, and pictured a stump with new plant growth. 

All of these examples are just small glimpses into the larger picture of 
our Creator King, constantly crea ng things that are beau ful in His 
sight.   

 

Our Prayer: 
Thank you God 
for crea ng us, 
for offering us 
an eternal life 
through Jesus, 
and reminding 
us that you will 
one day make 
ALL things new 
again. Amen 



PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 2 
By Pastor Scott Peterson 

 
“Look!” he said, “We are going up to Jerusalem…” 

- Mark 10:33 
 
 

“Jerusalem is the house of the one God, the capital of two 
peoples, the temple of three religions, and is the only city to 

exist twice – in heaven and on earth... Jerusalem is both 
terrestrial and celes al.” Simon Sebag Montefiore  

 
Jerusalem is a place unlike any other place on earth. It is the 
most sacred of ci es, yet it kills the most holy people (Mt. 
23:37). It is the center of magnificent worship and reverence for 
God, and the place where profanity, poli cal intrigue, and sheer 
greed abound! It is a lot like us – a vessel for the holy, but too 
o en lured away with lust for power and a desire to be 
independent from God.   
 
Jesus knew all of this when he said, “We are going up to 
Jerusalem.” He knew he was going to the city that was known as 
“A golden goblet full of scorpions.” He knew that he was going to 
the most holy of places where he would “be handed over to the 
chief priests... and they would condemn him to death; then they 
would mock him and spit upon him and flog him and kill him.”   
 
On his way to Jerusalem, Jesus would confront the fear, doubt, 
and lust for power among his closest allies, His disciples! Not 
only are his enemies out to kill him, but even his closest friends 
will run away, sca er, and deny him at the end. Yet Jesus 
remains resolute, even a er wrestling with his own fears in the 
Garden of Gethsemane (yes, he was human like us!).   
 
As we walk with Jesus during Holy Week, we may encounter our 
own fears, doubts, and desire for independence. We may run 
away from the call of God, deny that we ever knew him, and try 



to cover up our sin with the fig leaves of Adam and Eve. Yet even 
though we may fail Jesus, He will never fail us. He is the good 
shepherd who leaves the 99 to find the 1 lost sheep, he will find 
you too.   
 

 

 
 

“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. You are my friends.” John 15:13-14 

 
 

 Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives  



MONDAY, APRIL 3 
By Tifny Mathena 

 
“Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the 

others.  All these people gave their gi s out of their wealth;  
but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” 

- Luke 21:3-4 
 

This Lent we are inspired by art.  A powerful image of Rembrandt’s 
Prodigal Son, sits on our chancel.  This devo onal is filled with poetry 
and carefully cra ed thoughts, drawings and composi ons.  All of 
these things designed to lead your mind to a space where God is both 
wai ng for you and already at work. 
 
Jesus, the Creator, knew best how to create this space and lead us to 
it.  He paints pictures with words so powerful they, like few other 
words actually have the ability to do, shi  thinking, change people’s 
direc on, heal and mend and comfort.  It’s hard not to imagine what 
he could have done with some oils, pastels or acrylics. 
 
In this observa on, Jesus paints another powerful picture. He sees and 
acknowledges a woman whose gi  is easily unno ced by the wealthy 
around her.  She gives completely, sacrificially, and inten onally. 
 
 Perhaps, maybe, He’s pain ng a self-portrait.   
 
This passage is convic ng and difficult.  Because the truth is, no ma er 
how generous or good or kind we are, we s ll hold on to worldly 
things.  Sin, too, creates a space in our minds and waits.  The fear of 
not having enough or the desire for more than we truly need are just a 
few ways it tries to keep us. 
 
So we must constantly turn our eyes back to The Ar st, and the 
widow.  His perfect story of ul mate generosity wins over sin every 

me.   Standing before God, no ma er how much or how li le we give, 
when our faith is in Christ, it is Jesus’s perfect gi  that God sees. 



TUESDAY, APRIL 4 
By Erin Endreson 

 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.           

– Mark 13:31 

 

 

My sister and I lost our mother when we were two and five years old. 
One of the only things we have from her is a le er she wrote our 
father while she was in her cancer treatment:  

“I never would have made it 
this far without your love 
and courage. I’ll con nue to 
fight as long as necessary, 
but the me may come (too 
soon for our liking) when 
figh ng won’t help and at 
that me I won’t be afraid 
for I really do believe my 
spirit will be with God. If 
this happens, the weight on 
your shoulders will be 
tremendous…don’t be 
afraid to ask God for help…
he is ours just for the 
asking.” 

 

Today’s verse reminds me that her words live on within me even 
though she is no longer with us… just as His words will never “pass 
away.” 

---Erin Endreson  



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5 
By Jeff Haagenson 

 
“But do not forget this one thing, dear friends:  With the Lord a day is 

like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.”  

 -2 Peter 3:8 

 

This is a powerful perspec ve change for us humans. Since we exist in 
me, we are ruled by its constraints and it is hard to imagine that this 

is not so with God. God exists outside of me and therefore is not 
limited by it the way we are. Does this mean that everything is 
happening all at once for God? Does He exist on a con nuum? How 
does this work?   

Throughout my life, I have become more apprecia ve of mystery. It 
reminds me that God’s ways and knowledge are far beyond my 
understanding. Instead of being confused, I have become more 
comfortable with things my human mind cannot comprehend. This is 
because I trust God, I know he loves us, and I know that he is ever 
present, all powerful, and all knowing.  

When I think about trus ng God with my me, I am learning not to 
focus on the past, including wishing certain things might have been 
different. I cannot change the past. I also do not know what will 
happen in the future, so I try to not let my mind be occupied with what 
may or may not take place. If I can trust God with the past and future, 
then I can let myself be present in the moment, ready to hear God’s 
voice and discern His will for my life. 

As we learn to trust God in all areas of our lives, I pray that we will also 
learn to trust Him with our me.  



THURSDAY, APRIL 6 
Maundy Thursday 

By Dana Pya  
 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.   
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  

- John 13:34 
 
Today's the day before He died. 
They'd witness Him unfairly tried. 
Flogged and beaten and thrown in jail 
Before they pierced His skin with nails. 
 
Today's the day before He died.  
The day where Peter did deny. 
When instead of pray they did sleep, 
The disciples His watch they did not keep. 
 
Today's the day before He died. 
They'd pierce His hands, His feet, His side. 
His eyes toward heaven, He did gaze 
To save us all for all our days. 
 
Today's the day before He died. 
They'd crown Him to be crucified. 
Walked through Jerusalem market stalls 
Before the hopes of followers fall. 
 
Today's the day before He died 
When Mary could only watch and cried 
Mourning the loss of her dear son 
To the evils that the world had done. 
 
Today's the day before He died 
When we must face Him crucified 
Knowing that we too did share 
In the sins that put Him there. 
 
Today's the day before He died 
So He could rise, be glorified, 
Forgive us all for what we've done 
And show the world that He's the One. 



FRIDAY, APRIL 7 
Good Friday 

By Mario and Eva Nieves  
 
 

Y dijo á Jesús: Acuérdate de mí c 
uando vinieres á tu reino. 

 Entonces Jesús le dijo: De cierto te digo, que hoy  
estarás conmigo en el paraíso.  

-Lucas 23:42-43 
 
 

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me  
when you come into your kingdom.” 

Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you  
will be with me in paradise.” 

-Luke 23:42-43 
 

 

Cuando te sientes solo o perdido solo                
clama a Jesús  

y él te confortara y te guiara, 

porque él es el camino al Padre. 
 

When we feel alone or lost we need to cry out to Jesus,  

and he will comfort us and guide us  

because he is the way to the Father.  



SATURDAY, APRIL 8 
By Marilyn Kimble 

But I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail, and you,  
when once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. 

-Luke 22:32 

 

In this passage Jesus is speaking to Peter before he denies Jesus three 
mes leading up to Christ's crucifixion.  Peter is poised to betray Jesus, 

yet Jesus is praying beforehand that Peter's faith will be restored so 
that he can comfort and strengthen the other disciples a er Christ's 
death. 

A beau ful result of being in a family of faith is the opportunity to 
strengthen each other when burdens shake that faith.  God intended 
for his people to help each other, to encourage and to build each other 
up.  In Luke 10:1 Jesus sends out 72 believers in pairs to spread the 
gospel.  In his wisdom Jesus knew these disciples would need the 
support and strength of other believers to carry out his mission.  
Paul,in Gala ans 6:2, stresses the need to carry each other's burdens 
so we can fulfill the law of Christ. 

Some mes carrying another's burden requires a listening ear, or 
providing a specific need like a meal, or offering prayers of 
encouragement.  What joy we can experience as we team up with 
fellow believers to bolster our faith and strengthen our trust in Christ 
Jesus. 



EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 9 
By Pastor Ma  Overton 

 

"Jesus said to her, 'I am the resurrec on and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by 

believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?'" 

- John 11:25-26: 

 

Easter Morning: 

As a child Easter morning was all about church (which I didn’t mind) 
and Easter eggs (which I also didn’t mind). The rest of the day was 
about family and a nice meal. And for the most part, it remained that 
way un l my 8th grade year. That was the year we went to Mexico to 
build houses with our church during Holy Week. 

It was a long week. It was not an easy week. It was a week where I 
learned about Chris an service and got to hear about the last week in 
Jesus’ life. I didn’t know it, but it changed me. I came home red and 
dirty on Easter Saturday. I didn’t want to eat dinner, I was so 
exhausted. 

I don’t remember waking up the next morning. I don’t remember 
falling asleep the night before. What I do remember was being at 
church the next day. I remember that for the first me, the colors and 
the music and the empty tomb all made sense. It was incredible. I was 
star ng to understand the incredible grace of God. And I was 
understanding joy. And I was star ng to believe that these were the 
best things in my life. 

 

I think about that Easter every Easter. 

HE IS RISEN! 
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