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Erin Lambley—Elder 

My husband and I started attending Columbia before our son was born, about 5 years ago, and we 
joined after he was born. Columbia has been a wonderful blessing for our family, and for me 
personally. I’ve enjoyed attending the Alpha course and Pastor Scott’s Zoom bible study during the 
height of the pandemic. I joined the Adult Faith Formation Team last fall, and am currently co-
leading the Animate: Bible study series. My faith has developed immensely during the past few 
years, and I attribute much of that to the learning environment at Columbia. It’s a great place to be, 
and I’m looking forward to serving you!   

Connie Kearney—Elder 
I very much look forward to serving as an elder and join with other Session members in furthering 
CPC's mission and vision. My husband, Lee, and I have attended CPC since about 2010. Currently, I 
am president of the CPC Foundation, which has been inactive the past few years following the 
church building campaign. Its primary asset is the Beacon house used in Pastor Matt's ministry. I am 
also a member of the sanctuary decorating committee. I am a retired attorney, and we have 2 grown 
children and 4 grandchildren. I enjoy volunteering in our community and previously have been a 
board member of the YWCA Clark County, president of the Boys and Girls Clubs' board, and board 
treasurer for the PeaceHealth Southwest Medical Center Foundation. Currently, I am treasurer and 
chair of the finance committee for the Oregon 4-H Foundation board and an emeritus trustee of the 
Oregon State University Foundation.  

Lori Brown—Elder 
My husband, Frank, and I have attended CPC since 1999 and raised our daughter, Erin, here. You are 
our “communitas,” and we are so grateful. CPC has been an important launch into deeper 
relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as well as learning more about how the Holy 
Spirit uses spiritual gifts to His glory. I’ve been privileged to serve on Session in the past. I’ve also 
served in prayer ministries, healing ministry services, Pathfinders Sunday school, and K2. Currently, 
I’m team leader for the PRMI Dunamis track being hosted at CPC. I’m also so grateful to have had 
the opportunity to travel to Senegal and to serve with Haiti Foundation of Hope in Haiti. I’m 
delighted to have this opportunity to serve on Session again, especially during this important time of 
our pastoral transition.  

Bob Sisson—Elder 
I’ve been a member of Columbia since 1978, when Mary and I moved to Vancouver for my job as a 
reporter for The Columbian. Our son and two daughters were born and raised here. Over the years, 
I’ve enjoyed getting to know people at CPC and in the community by serving as a deacon; being a 
Stephen Minister; going on junior high Bike Hikes; joining two Go Teams to Senegal; attending 
Men’s Bible Study; and volunteering as a tutor at Marshall Elementary School. I retired four years 
ago as a copy editor at The Columbian, and until two years ago, Mary and I owned Kazoodles toy 
store, which we started in 2006. I love spending time with our family, which now includes five 
grandchildren, and I enjoy bicycling, gardening and traveling. I look forward to further serving 
Columbia in an interesting and exciting time for the church.  



John Bayer—Deacon 
It wasn't until I joined CPC that I really started to grow as a Christian. I have always been a believer 
and prayed every day, but it’s only been lately at CPC, with the classes and groups I’ve been in, that I 
have made it a goal to become a more devout Christian. 

Tricia Williamson—Elder 
I’ve been a member of Columbia since 2001. I was attracted to Columbia because of its involvement in 
the community as well as international missions. In addition to being a returning elder, I currently 
serve as a Trustee, on the Personnel Ministry Team and the Senegal Strategy Team.   

Christiana Amewudah—Deacon 
I was born and raised in a diamond and gold mining town called Akwatia in the Eastern Region of 

Ghana. We attended the Presbyterian Church of Ghana, from my childhood, with family until l 

migrated to Vancouver, Washington in the United States. l am a widow. l joined Columbia 

Presbyterian Church with my three girls and a son joined us later. Columbia helped me raise these 

girls in the youth group. I am very grateful to Columbia Presbyterian Church for all your help. With 

excitement, l am looking forward to serving as a deacon positively, and l will use my multicultural 

and diverse background in the next three years for this awesome congregation. 

Mylei Carlson—Deacon 
Hi Columbia! I have lived in Vancouver most of my life. When we were dating, my husband, Steven, 
and I made Columbia our church home, and we were married here in 2003. We now have two children, 
Sabine and Sajan. While at Columbia, we've shared many significant moments: births, baptisms, a 
memorial service, a first communion, and the birth of many new friendships. Columbia has embraced 
not just my nuclear family, but also has ministered to my extended family in amazing ways. We are 
grateful for this church family, and I feel blessed to be a part of continuing to serve God through my 
church.  

Ann Ferguson—Deacon 
I am returning  to serve my third term as a Deacon. I have greatly enjoyed my first two terms and feel 
that God is calling me to return to this ministry. In addition to serving as a Deacon, I am involved with 
the K2 program and the Choir.  



Ilona Kecskemethy—Deacon 
I was born in New Brunswick, NJ. Both of my parents were Hungarian. My dad was a Hungarian 
Reformed Minister. At the age of 7, we moved to Van Nuys, CA. Eventually, I move to Santa Rosa, then 
St. Helena in the Napa Valley. I joined the St. Helena Presbyterian Church in 1975, where I served as a 
deacon and an elder, also serving on other committees of the church as well. In 2004, I moved to 
Portland, OR to be close to my older brother, Michael. In 2015, I moved to Vancouver, WA. From the 
first day I attended CPC, I felt the warm, friendly love of Christ. My faith has grown, and I give all my 
gratitude to God and to the pastors and deacons for their guidance on my journey. I love Jesus Christ and 
I’m honored to be called to serve as a deacon at CPC.  

Susan Gilbert—Deacon 
I was raised in a Christian family and I have belonged to churches in Philadelphia, Seattle and Hawaii. 
During high school, I was involved in Young Life. In 1976, I accepted Jesus into my life at a Billy 
Graham Crusade. I have participated in two mission trips to Romania, working in orphanages. In 1993, 
my husband and I joined CPC, and since then I have been involved in the many areas of ministry at the 
church. Outside of church, I have been involved as Sponsor and Board Member of “I Have a Dream 
Foundation” of SW Washington, working with “at risk” youth since 1997. In addition, I have educated 
and mentored a blind girl for the past 23 years. Following the death of my husband in 2009, I began to 
feel God’s presence in my life and I became a Deacon in 2012, serving until 2018 and as Co-Moderator 
for two years. My life continues to be richly blessed and I am looking forward to once again serving as a 
Deacon.  

Marilyn Kimble—Deacon 
It has been a privilege and honor to serve the last three years as a Deacon and I look forward to 
continuing that service over the next three years. Being a Deacon has made it apparent to me that CPC is 
following Christ's example of being doers of the word and not hearers only. Willing hands and hearts of 
the Deacons have given encouragement, assistance and comfort to others in our church family and in our 
community. I thank the church body for the opportunity to continue my walk of faith.  

Garnet Hayes—Deacon 
Church has always felt like a second home to me - my parents and my older brother brought me to the 
First Presbyterian Church of Corvallis, Oregon for the first time when I was only three days old. For as 
long as I can remember, my service to the church has primarily been through music: playing instruments 
(such as organ and piano), singing in choirs, playing handbells, and so on. My husband Chris and I have 
been so fortunate to be a part of Columbia Presbyterian Church now for over 13 years, and I am honored 
to be given this opportunity to serve in a different role. I enthusiastically look forward to being able to 
give back to a church community that has given so much to me and my family through the years.  

Fnot Lingreen—Deacon 
I was born and raised in Asmara, Eritrea (Eastern Africa). Even though I grew up attending Orthodox 
church with my parents, I have been attending different Presbyterian churches since I came to the United 
States. I attended First Presbyterian Church in Centralia WA, then when I moved to Seattle, I was 
attending University Presbyterian Church. When I moved to Vancouver, WA in 2010, I was going to the 
Eritrean Orthodox St. Gebriel Church in Portland, and I found CPC church as my home church and 
decided to be a member over three years ago. I had attended  the GIFT women’s bible study before 
COVID, and I am fortunate and blessed to be in the CPC family. I am looking forward to serving the 
church wherever God leads me.  



Sharon Staley—Deacon 
My husband Chuck and I have been involved at CPC since 2017. We are very excited to see where 
the Lord is leading us. I am currently co-moderator of Deacons and serve on the Adult Faith 
Formation Team.   

Mike Laffterty—Deacon 

Shortly after moving to Vancouver, my wife Rachael and I began looking for a faith community in 
which we could invest and raise a family. We got connected to Columbia through family members - 
my grandmother, Evie Lafferty and sister, Nadya Borst. It was quickly apparent that Columbia was, 
and continues to be, a community with values very much akin to our own. I have always had a passion 
for working with youth and so it is no surprise I found myself helping as a leader in the middle school 
youth group, connecting with the kids and helping to lead worship. I have loved serving in this part of 
the church ministry. I became a deacon three years ago and enjoy being given the opportunity to use 
my gifts to serve the larger church community. 

Kenneth Teng—Deacon 
My family and I moved to Washington (and the US) in 2016, and have been going to Columbia ever 
since. We felt right away the warm welcome from Columbia and have been happy attending the 
10:30 service and meeting and getting to know people here. I have been serving as a volunteer for 
VBS for the past couple of years. Being called to serve in this way allows me to learn more about my 
faith and what I am being called to do. I am returning for a second term as a deacon and look forward 
to continuing to serve.   


