
Meet your 
2021 Elder & Deacon 

Nominees 

Julie Mauer—Elder 

My family and I began attending CPC shortly after our move to Clark Co. in 1998. Over the years, 
I have participated in small groups and served on the Worship and Music Ministry and Stewardship 
Teams. I have been volunteering at McLoughlin Middle School since 2010, and I love how CPC’s 
partnership with “Mac” now includes youth, adults, and other community members. CPC is a 
vibrant faith community centered on Christ, who calls each of us to encounter God, be changed by 
God’s transforming presence in our lives, and be sent out into the world. I look forward to serving 
as an Elder and working to enable each one of us to live out this call.  

Nancy Johns—Elder 

I have been a member at CPC since around 2000. I am active as an Elder, member of the Senegal 
Ministry Team, and as one of the folks that work with McLoughlin Middle School. I'm also on the 
CPC Foundation Board. I am passionate about our work in Senegal and have traveled there 
several times and support sponsored children. In addition to Columbia, I am actively involved in 
Columbia Willamette Women of Vision, a group of women supporting World Vision projects 
worldwide-currently in Honduras, Kenya, and the Syrian Refugee camps in Lebanon. This year, 
I'm one of that group's co-chairs and with them have traveled to see World Vision's work in places 
like Mongolia, Bangladesh, Mozambique and Honduras. I'm a widow with three grown children 
who live in Vancouver, Portland, and Seattle. 

Bruce Farnsworth—Elder 
My family and I have been part of Columbia since the early 1990's. Our adult children have active 
lives of faith, due in no small part, to the teachers and adults at CPC who mentored them from pre-
school through junior high and high school. My involvement at CPC has included teaching with 
my wife at K2, several Bike Hikes, a number of stints as Elder and Trustee, as a board member for 
The Columbia Future Forge, and active as CPC Treasurer. I am honored to be continue serving as 
an Elder. 

Collin Votrobeck—Elder 

I grew up attending a small Presbyterian church in Iowa, and moved to Vancouver shortly after 
college in 2003. My wife, Sarah, and I were married at CPC one year after moving here. Since 
then, I have served with the Worship and Music Ministry Team, PNC, Adult Ministry Team, 
Nominating Committee, and as a K2 leader. Our two boys have grown up in this church, and have 
benefited from the wonderful youth programs. Further, I’ve always enjoyed the excellent adult 
education and spiritual formation opportunities that our church offers. I look forward eagerly to 
serving as Elder as our congregation navigates these interesting times.  



Beth Burton—Deacon 

I began attending CPC when I was 7 years old because my family had moved to the area and my 
grandparents had gone to CPC for many years. I joined the church as a teen and only left during my 
college years. Over the past 46 years, I've had the privilege to serve as a Sunday school teacher, a 
youth group leader, a member of the Senegal Go Team, a member of several work camps and I 
currently teach Sunday school, serve on the Children's Ministry Team and Young Adult Team. I'm a 
second grade teacher and feel that it is not only what I do but it is who God created me to be. I love 
serving others and look forward to what God has in store for me on this adventure.  

Bill Wheeler—Elder 

Bill Wheeler was raised in a Navy family, moved often and was active in a number of Presbyterian 
churches as church and faith was a key part of our family. After joining the Navy himself, he did the 
same. He moved to Vancouver when he retired from the Navy in 1996 and became a part of 
Columbia.  Interested in studying the bible, he has been active in the Tuesday morning bible study 
group, small group bible study, and participated in adult Sunday and Wednesday bible study classes. 
He is active in the media ministry team and was a member of the Columbia Presbyterian 
Foundation. He was ordained as an Elder in 1984 and has served on session at Columbia and two 
other churches. He is looking forward to serving on session again.         

Dan Zeamer—Elder 

My family and I have been attending Columbia for approximately 14 years. We were introduced to 
this church community through the Circle of Friends preschool. My wife Kathy & I have 3 
children. Our two sons participate in the High School Youth Group and our daughter is in the 
Middle School program. Columbia has continued to be a focal point for our family and our journey 
to grow closer to Christ. Personally, the most formative growth in my faith has come both from 
programs I have participated in or relationships with people who also attend CPC. Over the years I 
have served Columbia in several areas: on the initial capital campaign for the church remodel, as a 
K2 leader and I currently serve on the Personnel Ministry Team. I look forward to continuing to 
serve this wonderful community. 

Chris Butler—Deacon 

So thankful for Columbia Presbyterian! Our family’s first experience with CPC was through Circle 
of Friends Preschool with our oldest child, followed by his younger brother and sister. Since then 
my wife and I have become members of the church and have been involved with children/youth 
ministries including K2, vacation bible school, and the high school youth group. My career as a 
middle and high school educator/coach has given me many opportunities to mentor young lives. I 
have enjoyed it thoroughly and now, my hope is that through the opportunity to serve as a deacon, I 
will have an impact on more of Columbia’s intergenerational community. I feel that this calling is an 
answer to a prayer of mine to come closer to God and serve Him more fully.  

Terry Harding—Deacon 

I was born and raised in San Diego, California and as a family, we attended First Presbyterian 
Church. I attended Sunday school and youth group and became a Christian at age 13. After I 
married, my husband and I were transferred from place to place until we settled in Nome, Alaska. 
When we moved to Anchorage, Alaska I became a member of First Presbyterian Church 
Anchorage, where I served as a Deacon for two years. I was active in the Vacation Bible School 
program and the Young Lives program that met at the church. After Dave’s death in 2014, I moved 
to Vancouver and became a member of CPC. I have remained active in the Young Lives program, 
and have enjoyed working in the nursery and assisting with VBS at CPC. I currently serve on the 
Missions Ministry Team.  



Bill Hooper—Deacon 

I was born into the Village Presbyterian Church in Northbrook, Illinois where I played handbells and 
served as a Deacon, Elder and Clerk of Session during my 46 years of membership. In 2001, I joined 
The Boeing Company at their new headquarters in Chicago. Working for Boeing led to opportunities 
for my wife Judy and our growing family (Jack and Lana) to move to Auburn, Washington, then 
Camas and then southern New Jersey. While living in Camas, we met Laurel Neal at Eastwoods 
Presbyterian church. After a couple years living in Jersey, the idea of moving back to the Pacific 
Northwest was rather appealing. In 2017, I joined Washington State University Vancouver where I 
lead the facilities services team. Judy and I are happy to live in Camas again and call Columbia 
Presbyterian Church home. Our son Jack lives and works in Chicago. Daughter Lana is a sophomore 
at Hillsdale College in Hillsdale, Michigan. Judy is the Administrator for Fairway Village Home 
Owners Association. I enjoy motorcycling and shooting sports and I’m looking forward to 
opportunities to serve our church. 

Doug Henderson—Deacon 

I was born and raised in Portland, Oregon, and resided there until I moved to the San Francisco Bay 
Area to attend college. I began my 47+ years career in environmental engineering in the Bay Area 
and helped raise my 3 children there. I grew up in the Presbyterian Church (Grace Presbyterian in 
NE Portland), first professing my faith and becoming a member at the age of 12. I was blessed with 
devoted Christian parents and church life was a mainstay during my growing-up years. Since then, I 
have attended numerous evangelical, Bible-teaching churches over the years and enjoy active 
Christian fellowship groups. My wife, Pat, and I have has been attending CPC since the summer of 
2018, when we moved up to Vancouver to be near my two daughters and youngest 
granddaughter. Prior to attending CPC, I was active for over 20 years in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Mountain View, CA, serving as a deacon and an elder. I look forward to serving His 
fellowship of grace at CPC and in the community with the gifts He has given me to help share His 
redeeming love.  

Barbara Miller—Deacon 

I was raised in a couple of churches as a child and was confirmed in the Lutheran Church as a young 
teen. I remember taking Jesus into my heart when I was about six years old; not really understanding 
what it meant, but I definitely wanted Jesus to love me. The Lord has been so very good to me 
through the years. My husband and I joined Columbia Presbyterian in May of 2012. We have both 
been active as Deacons and have enjoyed this opportunity immensely.  

Bob Hughes—Deacon 

I've had the privilege of becoming familiar with Columbia about two and half years ago and been a 
member for the past year. I've participated in one of the Tuesday morning bible and the Wednesday 
night studies. And I look forward to the opportunity to explore service opportunities as one of 
Columbia's Deacons.  



Mary Sisson—Deacon 
I said “yes” to a one-year term as Deacon in 2020, and we have yet to meet in person. But that 
doesn’t mean we haven’t been active! After seeing the difference Deacons make in our church 
and neighborhood, I said “yes” to another three-year term. Bob and I have been active at 
Columbia since 1978 — choir, Senegal, Session, Deacons, and a bunch of other roles. I vowed 
when I retired from toy store ownership a year ago that I would only say “yes” where God led 
me. Besides Deacons, that includes the boards of Circle of Friends Preschool, Columbia Play 
Project and Support for Early Learning & Families.  

Kris Peters—Deacon 

My husband and I have been members of Columbia Presbyterian for 5 years. We visited at the 
recommendation of our neighbors, Tim and Julie Mauer. We knew they had a long and active 
membership in their church and we were looking for a church to establish that kind of 
relationship. Raised in a Lutheran church, I immediately appreciated the return to a traditional 
church calendar and the liturgical aspect of Presbyterian worship. While raising our three 
children, we had attended larger evangelical churches, so we also appreciate the personal nature of 
the smaller congregation at Columbia. We have connected with many members through small 
group events. The focus on inter-generational ministry and service to the greater community are 
also aspects that we value. I look forward to serving the congregation that has had a very positive 
impact on our lives.  

Heidi Stewart—Deacon 

I have had the great pleasure of growing up in this church and seeing it ebb & flow as God has 
brought us so many opportunities for growth and service. My parents, Anne and William 
Stewart, have previously served as Deacons, and my sister has served as a Youth Services 
Intern. Before them, my grandfather, [Archie William] Bill Stewart, and grandmother, Jane 
Stewart [Denning], also served. I've been praying and waiting for my sign from God that there is 
an opportunity for me to serve through the Church, and then Beth Burton happened to call! I'm 
honored and excited to work with a terrific group of people & serve our community and beyond. 
Praise God!  

Pat Wheeler—Deacon 

Hello CPC!  I and my husband, Mike, are "newbies," joining this last November, 2020 (mask & 
all!). Our Presbyterian church in Portland, that we had attended with our family for 34 years, is 
declining. Our daughter and her family moved to Vancouver and in researching different churches 
with her and our 2-year-old granddaughter, we landed at CPC and are so glad we did! My 
daughter, Molly, joined  the church in January, 2020. I was familiar with your rummage sales 
only. I started the GIFT program on Tuesday mornings and just loved the women, study and 
prayer. Then I joined a book club, Jeff's virtual choir with my husband (that was so fun), Pastor 
Scott's Sunday morning adult classes, and 10:30 worship service. I also got to attend the PW 
luncheon last March with my daughter. Then the pandemic hit and activities decreased. With the 
virus growing, we've decided that worship on video is not so bad. I am so excited to become a 
deacon at CPC. I've had many years' experience as a deacon at our previous church and didn't 
realize how much I missed it. I’m looking forward to getting back on board and meeting all of you 
soon!  

Susie Parr—Deacon 

Oh, the blessings God has given me over the past 50+ years with Columbia Pres! I have been 
taught, challenged, and nurtured in my walk with our Lord through various ministries. I have also 
received much love and support through the raising of my two children (daughter Dana & 
husband Jaysun Pyatt are CPC members) and the recent passing of my husband. I’m so looking 
forward to sharing His love in serving as one of your Deacons.  


